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The Associazione Per il Commerciao Italo Keniana (Italo-Kenyan Trade 
Association) being a non-profit organization, champions to support business 
development by promoting business to business between Italy and Kenya 
entities by providing opportunities to network, share information as well as 
educating its member on state and local laws and regulations in promoting 

a better business climate.

About Us

Our Services

president@cdcik.it | coordination@cdcik.it | cdcik.it

We assist in carrying out market research matching the investors 
line of business by providing information on current market 
trends and projections, economic, political, social and 
technological environments, as well as market size and 
competition and any other factors that would be of concern.

Market Research

We assist members prepare business proposals for government 
projects. We understand the needs of both the government and 
our members enough to give the best write-up acceptable.

Proposal Writing

Through our in-house legal team, we inform and educate 
members on current Kenyan Laws and Regulations and informing 
them of changes that may affect them directly or indirectly. We 
also act as mediators in disputes with a focus of having an 
amicable solution for parties involved.

Laws & Regulations

Offer members advise related to their areas of expertise by 
providing them with services such as networking forums, 
conferences, notifications of updates to different industry 
standards, technical advice and educational products.

Consultancy

Betting on a return can be difficult in new territories. We can 
help.

Investments

Assist member investors in provision of information related to 
importation and exportation, this being the rules, regulation and 
laws that govern as per the different bodies involved i.e. 
Ministries, Kenya Bureau of Standards, Kenya Revenue Authority 
among others.

Clearing & Forwarding

Italy
Via S. Maria Alemanna No 25,
98100 Messina, Italy

Kenya
The Mirage
Tower 3, Upper Ground Floor, 
Office 3, Chiromo Road, Westlands,
Nairobi, Kenya



February 2023 — 3

Index 
4

8

10

16

18

24

29

36

40

46

50

55

56

60

Kenya, economic overview

The European Union in Kenya

Eu-Africa: Global Gateway Investment Package

Agribusiness

Agribusiness news 

Energy

Energy news

Kenya digitalization

Digitalization news

Construction

Construction news

Global Gateway: Strategic northern transport 

corridor in Kenya

Health

Health news

Direttore responsabile
Massimo Zaurrini

Direttore editoriale
Gianfranco Belgrano

Hanno collaborato 
Céline Nadler, Ilenia Romana 
Cassetta, Maria Scaffidi, Ernesto 
Sii, Michele Vollaro

Progetto grafico
Antonella Belgrano

Impaginazione
Anna Varì

Stampa: PressUp Srl

Editore
Internationalia Srl
ROC del 26/04/2013 n. 23474

Chiuso in redazione il 19/02/2023

Internationalia Srl
via Val Senio 25 00141 - Roma
tel. +39.06.8860492 / 92956629
fax +39.06.92933897
info@internationalia.org
www.internationalia.org

I Quaderni di Africa e Affari 
February 2023

Editorial
Once again, Europe is organising system visits to 
African countries, and to begin, it has chosen two 
crucial countries in East Africa. The first two days of 
the trip will be spent in Kenya (February 21 and 22), 
and the next country on the itinerary is Tanzania (23 
and 24 February).
Even before the pandemic, Europe had not been 
very active in Africa in terms of organising bilateral 
commercial gatherings. This is the reason why the 
two business forums are of such critical importance. 
This special workbook has been prepared by Africa 
e Affari magazine to show the opportunities presen-
ted by these two events. It includes insights into the 
areas of most interest as well as a selection of news 
articles that have been published by the InfoAfrica 
news agency.
Africa e Affari will have its journalists present throu-
ghout both phases, and they will write in-depth sto-
ries upon their conclusion.
The forum is in fact a key event to carry out a con-
structive dialogue and to foster the establishment or 
even stronger relations. 
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Experience award-winning comfort as we 
connect you to your African adventure

Africa's Leading Airline 2022

Africa's Leading Airline - Business Class 2022

Africa's Leading Airline Brand 2022

Africa's Leading Inflight Magazine 2022

Fly Kenya Airways and enjoy seamless connections from London, Paris or Amsterdam 
to Nairobi and beyond.

Book today at www.kenya-airways.com
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Following challenges brought on by the pan-
demic and a rebound in 2021 (+7.5%), the 
Kenyan economy is expected to stabilise at 
5-percent growth rates for the foreseeable fu-
ture. According to Africa's Macroeconomic 
Performance and Outlook (January 2023) 
published by the African Development Bank 
(AfDB), 2022 finished with +5.5%, 2023 
will end with +5.2%, and 2024 is predicted 
to achieve +5.7%. Even in light of the signifi-
cant and long-lasting effects that international 
events can have on local contexts, data should 
be treated with caution (as demonstrated by 
the pandemic and war in Ukraine). 
Kenya will still remain a middle-income na-
tion and continue to gain from a diverse eco-
nomy that is not entirely dependent on the 
export of particular goods, though it will need 
to keep an eye on its debt level, which has ri-
sen recently.

Therefore, the outlook is favourable over the 
medium term, and political stability (thanks to 
recently held elections that went off without a 
hitch, if anything, they were even exemplary) 
should allow the nation to weather domestic 
and international shocks with a modicum of 
serenity. According to the World Bank, the 

Kenyan economy is projected to display the 
following traits during the next two years: 
a growing private sector, bank lending, a re-
covery in agricultural production, and high 
commodity prices that are advantageous for 
exports.

Kenya, 
economic overview

A growing private sector
and a recovery in agricultural
production are in the spotlight
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The most recent period saw growth drop (in 
line with global trends) after the boom that 
followed the lifting of pandemic restrictions, 
but it was nonetheless sustained thanks to 
the success of services, wholesale, and retail 
commerce. On the other side, the industries of 
agriculture, forestry, fishing, and mining mar-
ginally declined.
Due to increasing energy and food inflation, 
inflation is predicted to reach 7 percent in the 
near future, which is close to the goal range's 
top limit (7.5 percent).
However, in general, Kenya’s economy conti-
nued to recover from the epidemic throughout 
2022. In fact, real GDP increased by 6% an-
nually in the first half of 2022, led by a bro-
ad uptick in services and industry. A recovery 
slowed down by fluctuations in commodity 
prices on a worldwide scale, the protracted 
drought that has affected the entire region of 
East Africa, and the political unrest leading 
up to the general elections in 2022. Althou-
gh total revenues increased to 17.3 percent of 
GDP in FY 2021–2022, up from 15.7 percent 
previously, reflecting the recovery in domestic 

demand and a number of fiscal reforms, such 
as improvements in tax administration and 
the use of technology, the government reduced 
the budget deficit last year, from 8.2 percent 
to 6.2 percent, through revenue measures and 
moderation of expenditures.

The debt-to-GDP ratio has reportedly stabi-
lised at roughly 67.3 percent throughout the 
course of 2021–2022, which highlights the si-
gnificance of national system fiscal consolida-
tion, according to the Kenyan fiscal authority.
The recent elections and the orderly transfer 
of power have further demonstrated Kenya’s 
institutional system’s improvement. In addi-
tion, the government of freshly elected Pre-
sident Ruto reduced fuel subsidies in its first 
week in office, and the very strong fiscal per-
formance assisted in absorbing some of the 
economic shocks.  

Important concerns in agriculture 
to resolve

Given that the agriculture sector accounts for 
about one-fifth of Kenya's GDP and experien-
ced a contraction of 1.5 percent in the first half 
of 2022, the sector's poor performance ham-
pered total growth by 0.3 percent. It is a figu-
re that speaks to another issue, namely food 
insecurity: a World Bank report claims that 
many people are unable to afford foodstuffs 
like beans or maize due to increases in the pri-
ce of basic food items. The Central Bank of 
Kenya increased the official lending rate three 
times, or by a total of 175 basis points, from 
May to December, to 8.75 percent, in order 
to safeguard savings and restrain inflationary 
pressures. One of the most alluring industries 
is agriculture, which may also help reduce po-
verty and food insecurity while simultaneously 
stimulating growth.

Short-term responses to shocks brought on 
by rising living expenses and climate change 
within a constrained fiscal window and giving 
priority to policy alternatives that promote 
agricultural productivity and resilience are the 

In general Kenya's economy
continued to recover from
the epidemic throughout 2022
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www.assafrica.it

Confindustria Assafrica & Mediterraneo is the industrial Association of Confindustria - the most

important Italian Business Organization with more than 150-thousand-member companies -

representing Italian companies operating in Africa and Middle East. 

Confindustria Assafrica & Mediterraneo supports Italian companies to move towards the best

target markets, facilitating business development, creating business opportunities and business

ties among Italian and African & Middle East companies. Our team daily works on issues and

initiatives in Italy and in the countries of these areas for giving a taylor made service to specific

needs of our member companies: - information on business opportunities; - scouting of

commercial partners; - solving specific problems of each company. 

OUR BUSINESS NETWORK: Major industrial groups and SME's of several sectors, main Italian

banks and Industrial Associations, being part of Confindustria Network. 

ORIENT EXPLORE ACT

OUR MISSION

Supporting Italian companies in their business activities in African and 

Middle East markets
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key problems facing William Ruto's Kenya 
today. Eighty-four percent of Kenya's land 
area is classified as arid or semi-arid, making 
it vulnerable to extreme natural calamities like 
flooding, locust invasion, and severe drought, 
all of which have recently uprooted numerous 
communities, hampered the provision of so-
cial services, and heightened social tensions. 
The average drought, according to the African 
Development Bank, causes a 20–30% food 
shortage, a 3-5% decline in GDP growth, and 
impacts the livelihoods of more than 80% of 
the population.

Nairobi is exploring sources of climate finance 
like carbon credit markets, the Green Climate 
Fund, and the Africa Climate Change Fund; 
it has increased the share of renewables in 
its energy mix and intends to increase forest 
cover to at least 10% of its land area; it has 
built an efficient, low-carbon transportation 
system; and it has accelerated the adoption 
of climate-friendly technologies. Kenya "is on 
course to accomplish the five climate action 
goals" of the United Nations' Agenda2030 
for Sustainable Development, according to the 
AfDB," in this regard." 

Meeting commitments and maintaining po-
litical stability are the two most potent tools 
the Kenyan economy now possesses to entice 
foreign investors.
At the same time, the drought is a critical tur-
ning point in the country's economy. 
According to Fitch, the slowdown in the Afri-
can nation's economy compared to 2021 will 
be caused by "internal headwinds from conti-
nued drought conditions and fiscal consolida-
tion," as well as sluggish global growth, which 
will reduce demand for exports and increase 
risk appetite. Food shortages in Kenya will 
persist through at least mid-2023, according 
to the United Nations Office for the Coordi-
nation of Humanitarian Affairs, which along 
with high seed and fertiliser prices will keep 
the country's inflation rate high.
The ongoing programme of the International 
Monetary Fund will increase Nairobi's trust 
and assist in lowering debt risks, but fresh Eu-
robond issuance is still on hold as a result of 
unfavourable market conditions. 

If Kenya's access to foreign funding continues 
to weaken in 2023, the country may experien-
ce balance of payments difficulties due to its 
substantial current account deficit and stock 
of external debt.  

Large swathes of land are 
arid and vulnerable 
to extreme natural events

Nairobi is exploring sources
of climate finance and has
reviewed its energy mix



Kenya in numbers

2  Official Languages: English and Kiswahili

2,12% Population growth Rate

US$110.35 GDP (2021 billion) 

1963 Year of Indipendence

580,000 km2 Area

55 million Population

5.7% Unemployment 



I Quaderni di Africa e Affari — 10 

The European Union and Kenya have a 
long-standing partnership – covering Political, 
Development, Economic and Security Coope-
ration. The European Union and its Member 
States, acting jointly as Team Europe, support 
the Government of Kenya through a Joint 
Cooperation Strategy, which jointly imple-
ments priorities and objectives identified by 
the Government of Kenya in its development 
blueprint Vision 2030, through the EU’s third 
Medium-Term Plan (MTP III) 2018-2022.  
The Strategic Dialogue between the Republic 
of Kenya and the European Union was laun-
ched during the meeting between H.E. Uhuru 
Kenyatta, C.G.H., President of the Republic 
of Kenya, and H.E. Charles Michel, President 
of the European Council, held on 21 June 
2021 in Brussels. This upgrade of the Kenya 
- European Union relations builds on the me-
eting between the two counterparts on 9 Mar-
ch 2021 at State House, Nairobi, and the re-
newed European Union Strategy for the Horn 
of Africa, adopted in May 2021, in which the 
European Union confirmed its readiness to 
step up its relationship with Kenya. 
The EU and Kenya are working together 
actively in promoting a transition to a clima-
te-neutral, nature-positive, resource-efficient 
and more circular global economy in line with 
the ambition of the external dimension of the 
European Green Deal. We also work together 
in promoting peace and stability in the region, 
trade, infrastructure development, agricul-
ture and resilience, and in taking action as 
like-minded actors on the world stage.  

The EU Delegation to Kenya develops its acti-
vities in close coordination with the 18 Mem-
ber States that are accredited and represented 
in Kenya. The Delegation has 100 staff, inclu-
ding local and international staff.  

Political relations

The Strategic Dialogue underlines the solid 
bilateral and multilateral partnership betwe-
en the European Union and Kenya and the 
interest to mutually cooperate. For the EU, 
Kenya is a strong democratic partner in the 
East African region and in the Horn of Africa 
and has the potential for enhancing regional 
stability and for a constructive role in peace 
and security. Moreover, Kenya is a key player 
internationally at the United Nations, the 
African Union and other fora. Kenya and the 
European Union have sustained a consistent 
and long-term partnership over many years, 
and share multilateral and global aims such as 
combating climate change and fostering peace 
and security.  

Economic relations

The European Union is the biggest market 
in the world for Kenya's exports. It is also a 
major source of funding - supporting the tran-
sition towards a green economy, regional se-
curity, investing in Kenya’s economic sectors 
of Agriculture, Resilience, Infrastructure De-

EU in Kenya
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environment and natural resources, resilience, 
and a reduced negative climate impact. The 
approach aims for a paradigm shift and an 
economic model that combines sustainable 
growth with environmental conservation and 
climate resilience. This represents a major 
transformational effort on the side of the 
Kenyan Government involving multiple line 
Ministries as a whole of governance objective.  
As a host of the UN Environmental Program-
me, Kenya promotes impactful results of 
UNEA-5, including marine litter and plastic 
pollution.  

Development Cooperation

Together, the European Union and its Mem-
ber States are the biggest providers of deve-
lopment assistance to Kenya. In 2018, the 
European Union, EU member states represen-
ted in Kenya and the European Investment 
Bank launched the Joint Cooperation Strategy 
2018-2022 under which €4.5 billion in com-
bined development aid support the priorities 
and objectives of the national government, fo-
cused on the Big Four agenda (manufacturing, 
food security, universal health coverage and 
affordable housing). 
Based on Kenya’s development strategy, the 
following sectors of concentration have been 
identified as priorities for European Union 
funding: Accountability and Governance;
Sustainable infrastructure; Employment crea-
tion; Resilience building. 
In addition, the EU provides some funding to 
Kenya for other cross-cutting activities, such 
as support to strengthen the National Trea-
sury's role as the National Authorising Offi-
cer of development funding for the country.  
Nine EU Members States have developed 
active bilateral cooperation programmes in 
Kenya. They include Denmark, France, Fin-
land, Germany, Italy, Ireland, Slovak Repu-
blic, Sweden and the Netherlands. Other EU 
partners present in Kenya are Austria, Bel-
gium, the Czech Republic, Greece, Hungary, 
Poland, Portugal, Romania and Spain.  

velopment, Public Financial Management Re-
forms and support to alleviate humanitarian 
crises that affect Kenya. 
The European Union is a significant trading 
partner to Kenya, representing Kenya's big-
gest export market with 21.1%, of Kenya's 
total exports to the world. Exports to the EU 
are mainly agricultural products: tea, coffee, 
cut flowers, peas and beans. Over 70% of 
Kenya’s total flower production is exported to 
the European Union, creating 500,000 direct 
and indirect jobs for Kenyans. 
Kenya is the commercial hub for the EAC re-
gion thanks to its favourable location, skilled 
labour force and vibrant business community. 
European companies lead the way in inve-
sting in Kenya, generating jobs and tax reve-
nue. The European Investment Bank provides 
long-term development loans to support the 
building of energy and transport infrastructu-
re. 
The upcoming implementation of the Econo-
mic Partnership Agreement underscores the 
significance of the European Union trade re-
lations with Kenya. 
The European Union is the biggest trading 
bloc in the world, accounting for around 15% 
of global exports and imports.  
The Trade Helpdesk (previously known as the 
Export helpdesk) is an online service to facili-
tate market access in particular for developing 
countries to the European Union. This is a free 
and user-friendly online service for exporters, 
importers, trade associations and governmen-
ts.  

Sustainable Development and 
Green Economy

In line with the ambition of the external di-
mension of the European Green Deal, the EU 
Delegation to Kenya promotes the transition 
to a climate-neutral, nature-positive, resour-
ce-efficient and more circular global economy 
in all its programmes. 
The EU and Kenya are highly aligned on an 
ambitious climate, biodiversity and environ-
mental global agenda. Kenya has prioritised 
transition to a green economy, combining the 
needs to generate growth and create employ-
ment, with the sustainable conservation of the 



 Accelerating the green transition; 
 Accelerating the digital transition;
 Accelerating sustainable growth and decent job creation; 
 Strengthening health systems;
 Improving education and training.

#GlobalGateway    #AfricaEU    #TeamEurope 

EU-Africa: Global Gateway 
Investment Package

NOVEMBER 2022

The Global Gateway Africa – Europe Investment Package aims to support Africa for 
a strong, inclusive, green and digital recovery and transformation by: 

Implementation of the investment package and all activities derived from it are
both in line with African strategies, in particular the Africa Agenda 2060, and jointly
identified through close dialogue with the African Union Commission, African partners’ 
countries, as well as regional economic organisations.

The Global Gateway Africa-Europe Investment Package will be 
delivered through Team Europe initiatives: the EU, its Member 
States and European financial institutions will work together 
to support concrete and transformational projects jointly 
identified in priority areas.

Accelerating the green transition

Sustainable energy 
The Investment Package will allow to increase renewable energy and 
hydrogen and share in the energy mix, access to affordable, reliable and 
sustainable energy as well as support market integration and sector 
reforms.

Ambition by 2030: Increase the renewable energy generation capacity by 
at least an additional 300 GW.

Climate change is a global challenge and can only be tackled by working together on a global 
scale. The EU works with Africa to maximise the benefits of a job-rich green transition and 
minimise threats to the environment in full compliance with the Paris Agreement.

 €150
billion
in investments



Biodiversity
Initiatives undertaken under the Investment Package 
will promote sustainable use of natural resources and 
biodiversity protection and nature-based solutions as 
the basis of a green recovery, including support to the 
protection of landscapes and ecosystems. 

Ambition by 2030: Improve the livelihood of 65 million 
people, capturing carbon, stabilising 3 million km² of 
land and ensuring water security.

Agri-food systems
The Investment Package will support more sustainable 
African agri-food systems by creating a conducive and 
transparent policy environment for sustainable private 
investments, enhancing investments in support to agri-
food and fish-processing, facilitating innovation and 
boosting improved nutrition.

Ambition by 2030: accelerate the sustainable 
transformation of African food systems, in support of 
Africa’s agriculture, fisheries and food development 
agenda.

Climate resilience and disaster risk reduction
Africa is particularly vulnerable to extreme impacts of 
climate change, which threatens to undo decades of 
economic progress and development. The Investment 
Package will contribute to building resilience by 
supporting in disaster risk reduction and climate 
change adaptation, enhancing disaster preparedness 
for effective response and in recovery, rehabilitation 
and reconstruction and strengthening governance to 
manage disaster risk.

Ambition by 2030: Enhance capacity of partner 
countries to adapt to climate change and substantially 
reduce disaster risk.

© Bruno Portier

In focus: Clean Hydrogen production in Africa 
and the EU neighbourhood
Across the African continent, massive deployment of renewable energy 
and clean hydrogen production, contributing to the aspiration to have 
at least 40 Gigawatts of electrolyser capacity by 2030 and help develop 
the renewable hydrogen sector by unlocking business opportunities in 
both the supply and demand side for energy intensive industries.



Accelerating the digital transition
Tackling the global digital divide at all levels and strengthening secure 
digital connections between Europe and Africa, but also across Africa, is a 
common priority. In the post-COVID-19 world, strong digital connections 
have become even more essential. The Investment Package will facilitate 
projects in submarine and terrestrial fibre-optic cables, as well as cloud 
and data infrastructures and support regulatory frameworks promoting a 
digital transition that puts people at the centre and the principles of trusted 
connectivity, such as data protection.

Ambition by 2030: to accelerate universal access for all in Africa to reliable 
internet networks safely and securely wherever they live.

In focus: AU-EU Submarine cable networks

  With the Medusa flagship, underwater cabling in the 
Mediterranean will connect Northern African countries 
to EU countries. An extension of the cabling to West 
Africa is currently envisaged, with a first landing in Dakar 
(Sénégal).  

   The Africa 1 subsea digital cable will be linking Europe to 
the entire East coast of Africa.

Accelerating sustainable growth and 
decent job creation 
The Investment Package will allow us to substantially increase investments to boost 
regional and continental economic integration, growth and decent job creation.

Transport
The Investment Package will facilitate mobility and trade within Africa and 
between Africa and Europe through strategic corridors, by developing multi-
country transport infrastructure, supporting investment in sustainable, efficient, 
and safe connectivity between both continents and updating and harmonising 
regulatory frameworks.

Ambition by 2030: Integrate the African and European multimodal transport 
networks in line with the regional and continental frameworks and tailor these 
networks to the economic potential of an African Continental Free Trade Area. 

Support to businesses 
The Investment Package will support early-stage businesses and young 
entrepreneurs - especially women - in Africa to launch, consolidate and grow 
sustainable, strong and inclusive businesses and create decent jobs, by offering 
financial and technical support at the early stages of their development. 

Ambition by 2030: Increase the private sector’s contribution to Africa’s growth 
and economic transformation.

© Shutterstock



Accelerating the digital transition
Tackling the global digital divide at all levels and strengthening secure 
digital connections between Europe and Africa, but also across Africa, is a 
common priority. In the post-COVID-19 world, strong digital connections 
have become even more essential. The Investment Package will facilitate 
projects in submarine and terrestrial fibre-optic cables, as well as cloud 
and data infrastructures and support regulatory frameworks promoting a 
digital transition that puts people at the centre and the principles of trusted 
connectivity, such as data protection.

Ambition by 2030: to accelerate universal access for all in Africa to reliable 
internet networks safely and securely wherever they live.

In focus: AU-EU Submarine cable networks

  With the Medusa flagship, underwater cabling in the 
Mediterranean will connect Northern African countries 
to EU countries. An extension of the cabling to West 
Africa is currently envisaged, with a first landing in Dakar 
(Sénégal).  

   The Africa 1 subsea digital cable will be linking Europe to 
the entire East coast of Africa.

Accelerating sustainable growth and 
decent job creation 
The Investment Package will allow us to substantially increase investments to boost 
regional and continental economic integration, growth and decent job creation.

Transport
The Investment Package will facilitate mobility and trade within Africa and 
between Africa and Europe through strategic corridors, by developing multi-
country transport infrastructure, supporting investment in sustainable, efficient, 
and safe connectivity between both continents and updating and harmonising 
regulatory frameworks.

Ambition by 2030: Integrate the African and European multimodal transport 
networks in line with the regional and continental frameworks and tailor these 
networks to the economic potential of an African Continental Free Trade Area. 

Support to businesses 
The Investment Package will support early-stage businesses and young 
entrepreneurs - especially women - in Africa to launch, consolidate and grow 
sustainable, strong and inclusive businesses and create decent jobs, by offering 
financial and technical support at the early stages of their development. 

Ambition by 2030: Increase the private sector’s contribution to Africa’s growth 
and economic transformation.

© Shutterstock

Inclusive economies - North Africa region 
Through the Economic and Investment plan for the Southern Neighbourhood, 
the EU  will seek to promote sustainable trade and investment into higher 
value-added sectors and support vocational training to seize the new 
opportunities offered by the twin transitions green and digital. The initiative 
will also support entrepreneurship for young and women entrepreneurs, 
particularly in future-oriented areas. 

Ambition by 2030: Increase the private sector’s contribution to Africa’s 
growth and economic transformation. 

Economic integration
The EU supports strengthening Africa’s economic integration process 
towards the African vision of the AfCFTA as a single continental trade and 
investment system which is stable, solid and based on clear regulatory 
frameworks. As part of its Team Europe efforts, the European Commission has 
announced additional €630 million to continue such support, including the 
operationalisation of the TEI Technical Assistance Facility to the AfCFTA -
a €24.2 million action co-funded by France, Germany and Sweden. Further 
support includes the launch of AfCFTA e-tariff book and a €6 million Rules of 
Origin programme. The package also supports developing and strengthening 
competitive, sustainable regional and continental value chains to make the 
most of opportunities brought by AfCFTA. The EU supports a value chain 
diagnostic led by the International Trade Center to identify high potential 
sectors and policy recommendations in that line.

Ambition by 2030: Strengthen continental and regional economic 
integration and accelerate Africa’s industrial development.

Sustainable mineral raw materials value chains
The EU is developing bilateral partnerships with resource-rich countries to 
identify key thematic areas to take advantage of the AfCFTA and to promote 
investment along the raw materials value chains, supporting partner 
countries to develop regional value chains, diversify their economies and 
create local added-value.

Ambition by 2030: Enable African countries to integrate their raw materials 
and resources into sustainable global value chains.

Africa-EU Science, Technology and Innovation Initiative
The EU is committed to step up cooperation with partner countries to 
improve capacities in science, technology and innovation, upgrade research 
and innovation facilities, strengthen innovation ecosystems, and increase 
research collaboration. The Investment Package will support the use of 
new technologies and knowledge transfers in Africa by leveraging EU Space 
Programmes and applications. 

Ambition by 2030: Acceleration of Africa’s transition to an innovation-led, 
scientific knowledge-based economy value chains.



Investing in education and training
Investing in education is an investment in the world’s future. 
With 1.6 billion children out of school at its peak, the COVID-19 
pandemic has created an unprecedented learning disruption, 
which we collectively need to address.

The EU is committed to supporting its African partners in providing 
modern, quality education and training for all children and youth, training 
that corresponds to the opportunities available at the labour market, 
facilitating youth mobility, and fostering innovative solutions to enhance 
teachers’ competences and skills.   

Ambition by 2030: Expanded skills development opportunities, to meet 
emerging needs for Africa’s economic and social transformation.

In focus: Youth mobility for Africa
The Team Europe Initiative on Youth Mobility for Africa 
will promote youth exchanges and mobility in Africa 
and between Africa and Europe. Under its umbrella, 
it will gather all relevant EU programmes such as 
Erasmus+ and offer a critical mass of scholarships 
and internships. By helping to strengthen Africa’s 
higher education space and promote the continent as 
a study destination for African students, it will support 
African continental integration.

€970 
million  

in EU 
funding 

Strengthening health and pharmaceutical systems 
Resilient health systems and successful vaccination campaigns are key to 
mitigating the effects of COVID-19 on public health and providing better health 
care in the future. Team Europe is supporting Africa’s efforts in vaccine 
deployment, infrastructure and production capacities, skills development, 
regulatory frameworks and universal health coverage.

Ambition by 2030:  Improved vaccination coverage, strengthened African 
pharmaceutical system with regional manufacturing capacities to meet local 
needs and demand

In focus: manufacturing and access to vaccines, medicines 
and health technologies 
The Team Europe initiative Manufacturing and Access to Vaccines, Medicines 
and Health Technologies aims to support African partners in strengthening 
local pharmaceutical systems and manufacturing capacity. At regional level, EU 
funding is mobilised for regulatory strengthening and the African Medicines 
Agency (AMA), the WHO technology transfer hub, and the secretariat of the 
Partnership for African Vaccine Manufacturing, hosted by the Africa Centres for 
Disease Control and Prevention. At the national level, the focus is on increasing 
production capacity and manufacturing plants and on creating the right 
ecosystem for investment. 

over 

€1 
billion 
from the EU and 
Member States



Supporting sustainable financing for growth 

Unlocking additional financing for sustainable transitions will be key 
to achieve our common ambition.

In focus: Global Gateway Investment Platforms 
The EU will fast-track its offering of national and regional investment 
platforms to African partners. European Union Delegations will function 
as first points of contact. They will:

Grants and loans
The financing of the Global Gateway Africa-Europe Investment Package includes 
the EU and the EU Member States’ bilateral aid, and both grants and loans. The 
Investment Package will also attract private funding, targeting investment 
from both Africa and Europe.

The EU will help mobilise investment by sharing risks involved in investing 
through blended finance and guarantees.

  provide an access point to national authorities and the private sector 
on investment priorities, 
  provide partner countries with the information needed to finance and 
apply for investment projects, 
 ensure coherence with existing Economic and Investment Plans.

Global Green Bond Initiative
The EU will seek to support partner countries in developing and scaling up their 
green bond markets, and so help them to attract greater financing from the 
international capital markets and institutional investors for their sustainable 
investment. 

It will do so by:
 providing Technical Assistance to partners, and
 attracting private investors

Special Drawing Rights
On 14 October 2022, the EU signed a €100 million grant agreement for the 
International Monetary Fund’s (IMF) Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust 
(PRGT). It will allow the IMF to make about €630 million worth of zero interest 
loans for PRGT-eligible African, Caribbean and Pacific (ACP) countries facing 
balance of payments difficulties. Access to affordable finance is key to help 
these countries maintain macroeconomic stability in the context of economic 
and food crisis worsened by Russia’s war of aggression against Ukraine. The 
EU’s contribution reflects its commitment to find multilateral solutions to today’s 
most pressing challenges and complements EU Member States’ pledges to 
channel SDR contributions.
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On the backbone that connects Europe, the 
Gulf and Africa, a new leading consultant has 
appeared. Well-known names who have fre-
quented these markets for years and who have 
made the courageous choice to give life to a 
new professional course, combining knowle-
dge, skills and, above all, the ability to plan 
in a multidisciplinary international professio-
nal firm that offers itself to a global clientele 

by providing legal, tax and business advisory 
services.

Eugenio Bettella, Riccardo Giacomin, Rita 
Ricciardi, Beatrice Sawe and Guido Maria So-
lari are the professionals who founded BER-
GS & MORE - four offices in Padua, Dubai, 
Doha and Nairobi and next desks in other 
African and European markets.

BERGS&MORE - Business consultancy
between Europe, Africa and the Gulf 
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Beyond stereotypes and rigid schematizations
The firm benefits from the decades of expe-
rience its founders have gained in large inter-
national professional structures and focuses 
on the geographical verticals of Europe, the 
Gulf and Africa and on the corporate, M&A 
and soft and hard infrastructure world. In 
particular, BERGS & MORE is built on the 
belief that the flow of investments is now 
global and that the stereotypes “European 
technology, Gulf finance and opportunities 
in Africa”   are outdated: companies, families 
of entrepreneurs, funds and family offices of 
success coming from all three macro-areas 
are now moving across the board in search of 
business opportunities, technological partner-
ships and finance.
From this awareness comes the idea of   enhan-
cing the knowledge of the individual founders 
and their specific skills by making them flow 
into a single structure that offers clients an in-
tegrated consultancy to accompany business 
initiatives, from the beginning - also contri-
buting to their creation - to the realization, 
including the possible solution of deeply ro-
oted problems. BERGS & MORE is not only 
a legal and fiscal structure, as the presence of 
the lawyer partners (Eugenio Bettella, Riccar-
do Giacomin, Beatrice Sawe and Guido Maria 
Solari) would make us think, but it is also a 
business advisory service, led by Rita Ricciar-
di, focusing on the Gulf and African markets. 
It supports industrial and financial clients 
in the initial stages of individual initiatives 
through market entry strategies, business re-
search services in the industrial, infrastructure 
and M&A sectors, business planning and, last 
but not least, it is able to offer support in fin-
ding finance thanks to the skills and knowle-
dge gained in the banking world - ECAs and 
Exim Banks.

A strategic partner
The lawyer Eugenio Bettella, one of the foun-
ders, already equity and managing partner for 
over 17 years of the largest German consul-
ting firm, explains: “BERGS & MORE wan-
ts to be a strategic partner for its clients: it 
presents itself as a new type of player who, 
alongside the traditional professional legal 
& tax structure, guarantees an entrepreneu-
rial approach in which legal and tax advice is 

often instrumental to initiatives in which the 
firm is the driver that supports the client in se-
lecting the business opportunity, when it does 
not even precede him in the acquisition pro-
cess, by playing the role of originator”. In this 
regard, Rita Ricciardi, MSc in Economics and 
International Development, with an important 
project background at the United Nations and 
experience for over 20 years between Africa 
and the Gulf, specifies: “We are so deeply roo-
ted in the territories in which we operate that 
often business opportunities pass through our 
hands even before being addressed to inve-
stors. Our task is to select and verify business 
opportunities both for existing clients and for 
those who will become clients once we have 
introduced the opportunity to them. We are 
qualified advisors able to operate in complex 
markets, accompanying our Italian, European, 
Arab and African clients during all phases of 
the project, having technical, legal and fiscal 
skills essential for the success of the projects”.
Guido Maria Solari, a lawyer admitted to the 
courts of England and Wales who has lived 
between Dubai and Doha for over ten years, 
reports on the same point: “The concept of 
BERGS & MORE arises precisely from the 
experience gained in the Arabian Gulf in the 
early 2000s, when, even before receiving the 
task of assisting clients in legal and tax terms, 
we were asked to identify and present to our 
clients potential local partners for the establi-
shment of local joint ventures and business 
opportunities in the various sectors, as well 
as support in the structuring of offers. It goes 
without saying that, especially in international 
contexts, the figure of the lawyer is seen not 
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only as a legal consultant but also as a reliable 
promoter and business accelerator”.
Younger but no less experienced lawyer Ric-
cardo Giacomin, LL.M. in international spor-
ts law, already appointed sports lawyer of the 
year by TopLegal (a well-known magazine in 
the legal sector), further explains about the 
project: “BERGS & MORE wants to establish 
itself as a point of reference also in the sports 
industry, which is confirming the interesting 
growth trends of recent years, also with refe-
rence to emerging countries, where sport and 
sporting events are seen both as a concrete op-
portunity for business as well as tools of soft 
political power to affirm or consolidate its 
presence on the international stage.In this re-
gard, just think of the amount of international 
sporting events organized in recent years on 
the United Arab Emirates-Qatar-Saudi Arabia 
axis (which reached its peak with the World 
Cup in Qatar 2022), as well as the huge spon-
sorships of sporting events and teams by state 
or state-controlled companies (the recently 
renewed partnership between Visit Rwanda 
and Arsenal for the sum of 10 million pounds 
a year is significant), to direct investments in 
clubs - Manchester City and Paris Saint Ger-

main first and foremost - and in companies in 
the sector, such as the recent acquisition of the 
famous Colnago racing bicycle manufacturer 
by an UAE fund”.
Lawyer Bettella concludes by saying: “The two 
figures of the corporate lawyer and the advi-
sor are increasingly seen as that of a 360-de-
gree consultant, who is credible and reliable 
not only for its technical skills, however essen-
tial, but also for its knowledge of the client’s 
business and its experience and ability to ac-
company him in every single project. The tran-
sition from consulting to a real partnership is 
almost natural and so, starting as technicians, 
we often become partners of our clients with 
whom we create a long-lasting and mutually 
satisfying bond. BERGS & MORE fully em-
bodies this concept”.
Welcome, therefore, to this new bridge crea-
ted by BERGS & MORE between Europe, the 
Middle East and Africa, for business oppor-
tunities that can flow with adequate strategic, 
financial, legal and fiscal support - another 
way of making a system available to compa-
nies wishing to move in international contexts 
and to benefit from reliable information and 
operational networks. 



ITALY, Padua - EAU, Dubai - QATAR, Doha - KENYA, Nairobi 
www.bergsmore.com
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A sizeable and complex agriculture 
industry

The rural economy continues to rely heavily 
on the agricultural sector. Kenya's economy 
is heavily dependent on agriculture, whi-
ch accounts for 33% of its Gross Domestic 
Product (GDP) and another 27% of GDP 
indirectly through connections to other indu-
stries. More than 40% of the workforce and 
more than 70% of Kenya's rural residents are 
employed in this sector. Kenya has a sizable 
and complex agriculture industry that inclu-
des numerous public, parastatal, non-govern-
mental, and private entities. More than 80% 
of Kenya's population depends on this sector 

for their livelihood (employment, income, and 
food security needs), and it generates 65% of 
the country's export revenue. It also helps to 
improve nutrition by producing food that are 
safe, varied, and high in nutrients. The sec-
tor also serves as the principal engine for the 
non-agricultural economy, supplying markets 
and inputs for non-agricultural activities like 
building and construction, transportation, 
tourism, education, and other social services, 
as well as manufacturing.

Kenya’s economy is dominated by agriculture, 
which employs roughly 25% of the nation’s 
total employment annually and 40% of the 
nation’s total workforce (or 70% of the wor-
kforce in rural areas). 

Agribusiness
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The main agricultural exports are cut flowers, 
vegetables, tea, and coffee.
About 10% of Kenya’s arable land is located 
in high-rainfall regions, which also account 
for 70% of the country’s total commercial 
agricultural output. About 20% of the pro-
duction is produced by farmers in semi-arid 
areas, with the remaining 10% coming from 
farmers in arid areas. All regions have a good 
probability of seeing an increase in producti-
vity due to new incentives and a renewed push 
for institutional and infrastructure develop-
ment.

Thanks to the Africa Continental Free Trade 
Area (AfCFTA), Kenya is trying to increase 
productivity and establish an ecosystem of 
sectors that can add value to output for both 
domestic and continental markets. European 
businesses may play a key role in these chan-
ges. We may envision how horticulture might 
advance if we consider what transpired with 
the fresh flower industry. Kenyan production 
and European markets can be conveniently 
connected through logistics channels, inclu-
ding air and sea transport for fresh goods.
The power and dynamism of the many pri-
vate players in the Kenyan agricultural sector, 
businesses that can compete in both domestic 
and international markets, is one of its most 
intriguing features.

We can be confident that agribusiness will 
be one of the cornerstones of development 
strategy under the administration of Pre-
sident William Ruto, who holds a Ph.D. in 
agriculture. From primary production to va-
lue addition and the processing of food pro-
ducts, Kenya is welcoming investors to look 
into business prospects. Agribusiness already 
brings approximately 20% of all FDI to the 
area, demonstrating its enormous investment 
potential. Kenya is the third-biggest exporter 
of tea worldwide and the leading exporter of 
horticulture in East Africa.
By 2050, Kenya’s population is projected to 
have doubled to around 90 million people, 

creating enormous investment opportunities 
across the board. Commercial irrigation, grain 
milling and selling (maize and wheat), sugar, 
dairy, fruits (mangoes, pineapples, and oran-
ges), poultry, pigs, and oil crops are a few op-
portunities in agro-processing (sunflower, sesa-
me, canola, and groundnuts). 
Construction materials, agricultural machi-
nery and equipment, plastics and packaging, 
leather, medicines, and animal feeds are a 
few industries with opportunities in light ma-
nufacturing. The manufacture of fertilizer is 
another industry with many potential.

Kenya's government supports new investments 
in the fertilizer industry. Kenya imports almost 
all of its agricultural chemicals because there 
isn’t a strong domestic industry. In order to ad-
vance food security and bring down food pri-
ces, the GOK is eager to establish a fertilizer 
manufacturing facility as part of Vision 2030 
(Kenya’s long-term development blueprint).
Additionally, there are opportunities in the 
processing of food and packaging, storage, 
dryers, irrigation technology, and dryer tech-
nology throughout the maize, wheat, tea, and 
coffee producing seasons. The usage of fertili-
zers in the production of these goods has incre-
ased continuously. 

The horticultural sector in Kenya is a signi-
ficant export success in Africa. The business 
offers numerous prospects for greater imports 
of fertilizers, pesticides, and equipment and is 
totally dominated by the private sector.  

The main agricultural  
exports are cut flowers, 
vegetables, tea and coffee

The government is eager 
to support new investments
in the fertilizer industry
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The productivity of Kenya's agricultural sec-
tor has been largely stagnant in recent years, 
with small farmers and enterprises unable to 
grow. The limitation is related to the lack of 
financing for the agricultural sector.
Approximately 7.8 percent (FinAccess Hou-
sehold Survey, 2021) of Kenyan farmers use 
formal lending channels to finance their acti-
vities while the largest comes from profits 
from product sales.
One of the solutions to this problem was the 
establishment of a Warehouse Finance System 
governed by the Warehouse Receipt Systems 
Act 8 of 2019 and the Warehouse Receipt Sy-
stem Regulations of 2021.
Warehouse financing is a form of regulated 
subsidy in which capital is provided by a len-
der to a borrower whose obligations are se-
cured by goods owned by the borrower and 
held in a warehouse owned by an indepen-
dent third party. The independent third party 
provides the borrower with a warehouse re-
ceipt, which serves as a record of ownership 
of the goods held in the warehouse.
A typical warehouse financing structure al-
lows the borrower to repay the principal 
using proceeds from the sale of the secured 
goods in the normal course of the borrower's 
business.

Warehouse receipts serve as actual documents 
of title for goods or collateral stored in an au-
thorized warehouse.
Once issued and registered in a Central Regi-
stry, it will be considered a negotiable securi-
ty transferable from one party to another or 
used as collateral to access credit from par-
ticipating financial institutions or traded in 
commodity markets.
Within the Digilogic consortium, thanks to 
the support of Trusty Srl, Radava Mercatile, 
a Kenyan player in the commodity exchan-
ge market, has initiated the integration of 
Trusty's Blockchain technology into the Wa-
rehouse Receipts (registration and buying and 
selling) system to increase transparency and 
authenticate transactions on the platform.
All of this allows small farmers to participa-
te in a modern and efficient marketplace by 
facilitating contact with large traders and 
agricultural processors, which, thanks in part 
to Blockchain technology, will encourage an 
opening to international investors and mar-
kets.
A new system that encourages lending to the 
agricultural sector by providing alternative 
collateral (commodity) and mitigating risk 
for banks, effectively fostering youth entre-
preneurship. 

How a digital receipt will change the 
future of agriculture

— An Italian-Kenyan collaboration that looks to the future of an entire industry
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News

Kenya: record-high imports of maize

Increasing coffee exports

Jan. 10, 2023 - According to the most recent 
data from the National Bureau of Statisti-
cs (KNBS), which was reported by regional 
publication Business Daily Africa, Kenya 
purchased more than 519,000 tons, or 5.7 
million 90-kg bags, of maize on the foreign 
market between January and September 2022. 
The amount is more than twice as much as 
the stock of 214,100 tons imported during the 
same time frame in 2017. Considering that a 
record 1.4 million tons of grain were acquired 
in 2017, it is also the country’s greatest level 
of grain purchases in the previous five years. 
Some experts claim that this increase in pur-

chasing is mostly related to the present maize 
shortfall on the domestic market as a result of 
decreased yields following the longest drought 
episode the nation has experienced in 40 ye-
ars. The KNBS anticipates a three million bag 
drop in production from the prior year, brin-
ging it to 34 million bags (3.06 million tons) 
in 2022/2023. According to local news, the 
government permitted the import of 900,000 
tons of duty-free maize by March 2023 in or-
der to increase access to the raw material and 
lower prices. 
Kenya needs roughly 4 million tons of maize 
annually. 

Dec. 23, 2022 - Due to increased shipmen-
ts, the value of coffee exported by Kenya 
between January and October grew by 49%. 
Kenya’s National Bureau of Statistics (Knbs) 
said that the East African country sold 43,308 
metric tons (Mt) of coffee worth 33.8 billion 
Kenyan shillings (about $275 million), up 
from 32,992 Mt worth $183 million in the 
same time in 2021. 

On the global market, prices in the last 10 
months have averaged $5.27 per kilogram, 
which is less than the $5.91 in the same time 
last year. 
The Kenya Coffee Directorate's acting di-
rector, Enosh Akuma, credited the rise in 
production to government initiatives that, 
starting in 2020, will give farmers access to 
low-interest loans from a revolving fund and 
subsidized fertilizer. 

– Trends

– Central Bank
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Nov. 30, 2022 - The new Dairy Manufactu-
ring Africa Summit & Expo, scheduled for 
September 21–22, 2023, in Nairobi, Kenya, 
will bring together important stakeholders 
from the private, public, nonprofit, and aca-
demic/research sectors of the dairy industry 
in Africa and around the world to set the 
pace for the industry's future on the conti-
nent by changing the rules of the game and 
advancing it to the next stage of innovation 
and sustainability. Francis Juma, founder 
and CEO of FW Africa, which will host the 
event, listed the challenges the African dairy 

industry faces, including the slow adoption of 
new technologies, and said that "this Summit 
& Expo is designed to provide the pan-A-
frican platform where key dairy industry 
stakeholders-farmers, dairy processors and 
retailers from Africa and beyond will come 
together annually with government ministries 
and agencies, suppliers of new technologies, 
NGOs and decentralized organizations”. The 
event’s organizers anticipate more than 4,000 
guests from all around Africa. All attendees 
will have free access to the conference and 
exhibition, and more than 20 African nations 

A new conference in 2023 to link 
the global dairy business

– Dairy industry

Dec. 1, 2022 - To increase the accessibility of 
Kenyan food goods to the local East African 
market, the Kenyan government has struck 
an agreement with Twiga Foods, a food pro-
cessing and distribution business, to develop 
small food crop production parks. Twiga Fo-
ods will work to establish regional delivery 
centers for food exports in the Democratic 
Republic of the Congo (DRC), a recent mem-
ber of the East African Community (EAC), 
and throughout the Central African region, 
according to Kenyan President William Ruto, 
who was present when the agreement was si-
gned in Nairobi. 

“We are currently witnessing the development 
of ground-breaking and cutting-edge food 
distribution technology that aids in transfor-
ming food into non-perishable forms. These 

are then provided to 140,000 shops, who get 
close to 2 million deliveries of food each day” 
explained Ruto. According to the deal, the go-
vernment would give access to financing from 
a new Micro and Small Enterprise Fund to 
small farmers that produce food for distribu-
tion through Twiga Foods. According to Ruto, 
a third goal of the tripartite agreement betwe-
en the two ministries and the Kenyan start-
up Twiga Foods - which uses e-commerce to 
expand the reach of its food products - is to 
make it easier for Twiga Foods to export food 
items across Africa in accordance with the 
terms of the African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement (AfCFTA). “We’ll give an example 
of how a food hub might change commerce. 
With the use of this technology, we aim to bo-
ost intra-African trade from its current 13% 
to 70%” added Ruto. 

In the direction of establishing food 
export hubs

– Food security
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By 2025, fertilizer production will stop 
using fossil fuels

Nov. 10, 2022 - Kenya has advanced the deve-
lopment of other green hydrogen-based com-
panies as well as an economical green fertilizer 
supply chain. In order to substitute imported 
harmful fertilizer, the Kenyan government and 
Fortescue Future Industries (FFI) inked a le-
gally binding framework agreement on the 
margins of COP27. “We all anticipate that 
Kenya and FFI will have a long and successful 
cooperation, which officially begins today. I 
ran for office on a platform of expanding op-
portunities for regional businesses, industries, 
and communities. 
This agreement will assist in achieving that 
aim and support the continued development 
of Kenya’s economy and infrastructure” Wil-
liamo Ruto, Kenya’s recently elected presi-
dent, stated. 
This deal will lessen Kenya’s reliance on im-
ports from other countries while fostering the 
development of fertilizer free of fossil fuels, 
a robust local economy, and skilled jobs. By 
2025, a 300 MW green fertilizer and ammo-
nia production facility will be constructed. 
This will address food security, supply dome-
stic markets with affordable green fertilizer, 

and eliminate the need to import fertilizer. 
The development of green industrial facilities 
in Naivasha, Mombasa, and Lamu will be ac-
celerated by FFI, which will result in the cre-
ation of thousands of new employment and 
major manufacturing and industrial growth in 
Kenya. 
A pre-feasibility study will be conducted on 
the inaugural green hydrogen and green am-
monia plant, which will be located close to 
Naivasha and the Olkaria geothermal resour-
ce. A final investment decision by FFI is antici-
pated in 2023.
"We are dedicated to Kenya becoming an Afri-
can leader in renewable energy. We anticipate 
collaborating with FFI to quicken the world’s 
energy transition for the continent’s benefit" 
Presidente Ruto added. Present-day ammonia 
and fertilizer production generates a sizable 
amount of CO2 emissions and relies almost 
entirely on fossil fuels. 
On the road to industrial decarbonization, 
Kenya can lower fertilizer costs, stop its relian-
ce on imports, and boost its food and econo-
mic security by switching from fossil fuels to 
green ammonia. 

– Kenya

have already signed up as visitors. “The event 
has received very excellent feedback, and we 
anticipate an important inaugural edition 
in September 2023. While South Africa and 
Kenya continue to be the primary producers 
of dairy products in Africa, growing nations 
like Uganda, Zambia, Nigeria, Ghana, Tanza-
nia, Ethiopia, and many more deserve to host 
the event in the future. Excluding them won’t 
benefit the dairy business on the continent, 
where we need more chances to start or bo-
ost investment and innovation in the sector, 
since some of these nations are anticipated to 
be important drivers of milk consumption in 
Africa” Juma said. 
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Nov. 2, 2022 - According to data from the 
Central Bank, the value of Kenya’s horticultu-
re exports between January and August decli-
ned by 9.9% compared to the same period in 
2021 because of low volumes (CBK). Kenya 
exported produce worth 84.1 billion shillin-
gs ($717 million) on a volume of 371,129 
tons for the eight months under review. This 
amount is a decrease from the $769 million 
made from 427,697 tons in the corresponding 
period in 2021. The Ukraine-Russia situation, 
rising inflation, and constraints put in place by 
the local regulator to ensure quality, according 
to CBK, were all factors contributing to the 
decline in exported quantities. In order to pre-

vent the shipment of immature produce and 
safeguard the market, Kenya’s Horticulture 
Directorate has put restrictions on the sale of 
avocados, the main fruit exported by the na-
tion, in the first quarter of this year. Kenya, on 
the other hand, has started selling avocados to 
China in an effort to grow the market. 

According to sources in the trade press, Kenya 
sent its first cargo of avocados to China in 
August and is currently attempting to sell 
up to 100,000 metric tons of the fruit to the 
Asian country. Kenya’s exports in 2021 tota-
led $1.39 billion, an increase of 5% from the 
previous year. 

– Central Bank

Agricultural exports decreasing
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Oct. 4, 2022 - A restriction on the growth of 
genetically modified crops in open fields has 
been in force in Kenya for almost ten years. 
However, the Nairobi government, led by 
newly elected President William Ruto, has 
now approved the marketing of genetically 
modified maize. Ruto made the announce-
ment, noting that the goal of the policy is to 
revitalize the manufacturing and agricultural 
production industries. According to a sta-
tement issued by the administration, “open 
growing and import of GMO corn is now 
approved". According to the statement, the 

choice was made in accordance with the Task 
Force to Review GMO Food and Food Safety 
Issues’ recommendations and in accordance 
with the National Biosafety Authority’s re-
commendations regarding all relevant interna-
tional treaties, including the Cartagena Proto-
col on Biosafety. As a result, Kenya is now the 
first nation in East Africa to permit the import 
and growing of GMO crops. Kenya now joins 
South Africa, Sudan, Egypt, and Burkina Faso 
in permitting the growth of GMO maize, sor-
ghum, beans, as well as cash commodities like 
cotton and soybeans. 

Genetically engineered crops 
are approved

– Politics

A deal to train young people 
on the blue economy

– Training

local media, this endeavor is one of several 
programs aimed at reducing unemployment 
for both the government and the banking 
organization. “The country is experiencing 
a severe unemployment issue as a result of 
the enormous number of young people who 
are jobless. We don’t view this situation as a 
problem, but rather as an opportunity to be 
creative and diversify our sources of output, 
like utilizing the maritime industry to boost 
our GDP”, Karigithu continued. “Our ultima-
te goal is to unlock our young people's access 
to careers at sea in worldwide maritime fleets 
and to offer them with a conduit to finance 
through the collaborative efforts of KMA and 
the KCB Foundation," Annastacia Kimtai, the 
retail director of KCB, agrees. As part of the 
collaboration, the bank will offer trainees an 
unsecured loan to support them as they go 
through the visa and on-boarding processes to 
gain employment abroad. 

Oct. 20, 2022 - At least 600 young Kenyans 
will receive training in the blue economy 
thanks to a collaboration arrangement betwe-
en the Kenya Commercial Bank Foundation 
and the Kenya Maritime Authority (KMA), 
the country’s organization in charge of mariti-
me security. A budget of 155 million shillings 
($1.3 million) will be needed for the three-ye-
ar training program, which is slated to start 
during 2023. Selected young people will re-
ceive training in the necessary abilities to find 
employment abroad during this time. The 
agreement mandates that the skilled labor be 
directed abroad, a plan that intends to make 
the nation of East Africa a significant provi-
der of nautical labor for foreign ships, accor-
ding to local newspapers. According to Nancy 
Karigithu, Minister of state for Shipping and 
Maritime affairs, “with our young population, 
we aim to make the country a center for ships 
from throughout the world.”. According to 
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  Irritec group, founded in Sicily in 1974, is one 
of the world leaders in precision irrigation. Ir-
ritec’s mission is to improve the efficiency of 
irrigation in agriculture and gardening, redu-
cing the environmental impact. Water scarci-
ty and growing food require the use of drip 
irrigation all over the world, of which Irritec 
is a global reference point. Irritec designs, ma-
nufactures and distributes products and com-
plete systems for irrigation in open fields, in 
greenhouses and for the landscape sector.

Microirrigation for sustainable agriculture
Developing an efficient irrigation system me-
ans designing and providing farmers with a 
solution that allows them to optimize the ne-
cessary resources: water, energy, fertilizers and 
manpower. Thanks to the thorough analysis 

of water, agronomic and meteorological fac-
tors, it is possible to design customized mi-
croirrigation systems guaranteeing significant 
savings and higher yields, on the way to an 
increasingly sustainable agriculture.

Our values
Innovation for development: spreading tech-
nological progress for the protection of our 
planet and the improvement of life quality for 
farmers and those who take care of the plants. 
Constantly innovating the product catalogue 
and implementing the continuous perfecting 
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available resources (water, electricity and ferti-
lizers), optimizing the manufacturing proces-
ses in order to reduce their environmental im-
pact (noise, air emissions, wastewater, waste).
Homeland bond: enhancing local expertise 
contributing to development.
Work ethic: acting with responsibility, enhan-
cing human resources and encouraging team 
work, investing in personnel training.
Integrity: acting honestly and fairly in the pur-
suit of the objectives and in line with the cor-
porate values. 
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Energy

Exceptional renewable resources 

Over the past 20 years, Kenya’s power sector 
has grown steadily. Furthermore, Kenya pos-
sesses exceptional renewable resources and 
is one of the world’s lowest cost geothermal 
power developers. Kenya has also made a con-
certed effort to widen access to the power grid, 
more than doubling that access from 32% of 
homes in 2013 to 75% of households in 2022. 
Rural Kenya has a 65% access rate compared 
to 100% in metropolitan areas. 
By 2025, the national electrification strategy 
target seeks to achieve universal access with a 
respectable level of service quality.

The COVID-19 epidemic had a detrimental 
impact on the industry, resulting in a decline in 
power consumption as enterprises scaled back 
operations and struggled to remain afloat. The 
Kenyan government (GOK) is eager to rene-
gotiate the current power tariffs with IPPs in 
order to protect the population from growing 
consumer prices. 

Generation

Despite a huge increase from 1,800 MW in 
2014 to 2,990 MW in 2021, Kenya’s instal-
led electricity capacity is still low for a nation 
with a population of more than 50 million.
By incorporating less expensive renewable 

energy sources like geothermal, wind, solar, 
and the addition of natural gas into the ener-
gy mix while weaning off the more expensi-
ve heavy fuel oil (HFO) plants, the GOK is 
pursuing efforts that will increase power de-
mand and supply while decreasing the cost of 
electricity. By 2030, generation is anticipated 
to reach 5,000 MW, with the majority of the 
energy coming from geothermal, natural gas 
(imports), wind, and solar. 
Nuclear power development is one of Kenya's 

long-term aspirations, and the first plant is 
scheduled to begin in 2035. 
Trade and investment opportunities exist in 
the industry, particularly for renewable energy 
sources including geothermal, solar, and wind.
IPPs own and run a number of facilities, in-
cluding small-scale hydro plants, geothermal, 
biomass, wind, solar, and heavy fuel oil plants, 
which account for around a third of Kenya's 
installed capacity. 
Kenya Electricity Generating Company (Ken-
Gen), which is 70% controlled by the govern-
ment, is the owner and operator of the capaci-
ty that is still available. 

Efforts are under way 
to increase power supply
to meet greater demand
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Imports 2%

Solar 1%

Hydro 30%

Wind 16%

Geothermal 41%

Thermal 10%

Present-day energy mix

Geothermal, hydro, wind, and solar energy 
make up the majority of Kenya’s energy mix, 
or around 81% of total generation. 
Thermal energy, biomass energy, and imports 

occupy the remaining space. 
As more money is invested in weaning off pri-
cey HFO plants and becoming less dependent 
on hydroelectricity, which suffers tremendou-
sly in years of drought, geothermal will conti-
nue to rise. 

Proportion of Electricity Generation by Source

Source: Kenya National Bureau of Statistics
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Renewable Energy

Kenya produces more than 80% of its electri-
city from green and renewable energy. 

Geothermal

With an estimated 10,000 MW potential, ge-
othermal energy continues to be the most si-
gnificant source among them. 
However, with a current installed capacity of 
less than 863 MW, it is still mostly underuti-
lised. 
Despite this, Kenya is the eighth-largest gene-
rator of geothermal energy worldwide and is 
the location of the world’s biggest geothermal 
power plant, the 280 MW Olkaria IV facility. 

With only one IPP operating in the sector, the 
American company Ormat, producing 140 
MW, and the remainder being produced by 
KenGen, the government is responsible for the 
majority of generation. 
With numerous projects currently under way 
by both the public and commercial sector that 
should realise over 1,100 MW capacity, go-
vernment efforts in geothermal production 
appear to be paying dividends. 

Wind

Another significant growth area is wind ener-
gy. A possible 3,000 MW of wind energy exi-
sts in Kenya. The Lake Turkana Wind Power 
Plant, which generates 310 MW for the grid, 
is the sole largest wind power producing faci-
lity in Africa. 
Due to challenges with permits and land ri-
ghts, KenGen’s 80 MW wind project in Meru 
has been suspended. Future investors must get 
involved with communities quickly to establi-
sh their acceptance and ownership at the local 
level. 

Solar

Kenya has a significant solar energy potential 
because of the high irradiation levels that are 
accessible all year round. Kenya increased its 
total solar energy generation to 172 MW in 
2021 by adding 120 MW to the system. 
There are numerous further solar projects in 
various phases that are planned to start ope-
rating in 2023. Off-grid solar energy, which 
would connect villages located distant from 
current transmission infrastructure, is in great 
demand. To reduce electricity costs, plans are 
also being made to convert off-grid diesel sta-
tions to solar hybrids. 

Nuclear

Kenya and China inked a nuclear power coo-
peration agreement in 2015, allowing Kenya 
to acquire knowledge and technical assistan-
ce. Kenya also signed cooperation agreements 
with Slovakia and Russia, as well as partner-
ships with three nuclear power companies in 
South Korea. Kenya is attempting to reach a 
similar cooperation arrangement with the US. 
All of this is in preparation for Kenya’s in-
tentions to start producing nuclear power by 
2035. Kenya is collaborating with the IAEA. 

Oil & Gas

In the thriving East African oil and gas sec-
tor, Kenya is a player who is looking more and 
more potential. Exploration and production 
companies’ confidence in the potential of the 
nation has been sparked by the several onsho-
re finds Tullow Oil has reported since 2012. 
There have been announced 63 oil exploration 
blocks in total, 37 of which have been licenced 
to international oil corporations (IOCs) and 
one to the National Oil Corporation of Kenya 
(NOCK). There have been 78 wells drilled 
thus far, with two exhibiting natural gas flows 
and 10 showing oil discoveries. Tullow places 
the present recoverable reserves of crude oil at 
around 750 million barrels. 
The business has set aside $125 million for 
exploration and appraisal, with an additional 
$75 million possible, and $100 million for 
pre-development expenses in Kenya. 

Geothermal is one of the
significant sources of energy
and it is still underutilised
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2 - By including redundancies, lowering losses, 
and incorporating smart technology, you may 
create a grid that is stronger and more adap-
table. Distribution losses are currently 15%, 
and transmission losses are 4.5%.

3 - Expand access to renewable off-grid ener-
gy. There are now 19 off-grid diesel-powe-
red stations, but through the Scaling Up Re-
newable Energy Program, there are plans to 
add 43 greenfield solar "mini-grids" and turn 
these into solar-diesel hybrids (SREP).

Kenya is the largest electricity producer in 
eastern Africa, despite its limited installed 
capacity. The REREC is focused on tying si-
gnificant town centres, institutions of higher 
learning, and hospitals to the grid and is also 
investigating off-grid options including die-
sel-fired power plants. To convert these plan-
ts into hybrid solar Photovoltaic (PV) facili-
ties, REREC has begun issuing tenders. Mini 
grids may also be used to address the issue of 
electricity needs in county development plans.

Over the past ten years, the Solar Home Sy-
stems (SHS) market has grown significantly, 
and SHS are now widely used in both urban 
and rural Kenya. They provide a significant 
contribution to the availability of clean energy 
in rural areas. For example, the “Pay As You 
Go” (PAYG) model, a credit financing system 
where one pays relatively low daily rates over 
a lengthy period of time to own the system, is 
one example of how players in the sector have 
had to innovate to improve uptake. Kenya has 
surpassed India to become the second-largest 
stand-alone SHS market in the world, accor-
ding to a World Bank-funded study, with mil-
lions of people now benefiting from off-grid 
lighting options. In order to guarantee the 
quality of the items on the market, Kenya has 
also set national standards for solar equip-
ment. The top four SHS businesses in Kenya 
by volume of sales are all registered in the Uni-
ted States (BioLite, d.Light, Greenlight Planet, 
and M-Kopa). They control 42% of the mar-
ket as a whole. In order to power rural Kenya, 
the SHS sector will continue to be crucial gi-
ven the government’s goal of universal access.
In rural Kenya where there is no or limited 
access to the grid, solar power is being used 

Transmission

Due to deteriorating transmission and distri-
bution networks, Kenya faces a system loss of 
generated power of about 16%. The 400kV 
and 500kV high-voltage DC lines, as well as 
three significant regional interconnectors to 
Ethiopia, Uganda, and Tanzania, are all being 
built in Kenya by the Kenya Electricity Tran-
smission Company (KETRACO), more than 
doubling the transmission network and ad-
dressing this issue. In order to improve and 
expand the grid, KETRACO is proposing an 
additional 4,200 kilometres of lines. 

Distribution

The only distribution business in Kenya at the 
moment is Kenya Power (KP), which also runs 
a number of off-grid stations in Kenya’s nor-
thern regions as well as the country’s intercon-
nected grid. By exceeding best-in-class norms 
globally, KP impressively increased access in 
Kenya from 26% of households in 2013 to 
77% in 2018. Rural Electrification and Re-
newable Energy Corporation has aided KP in 
this effort (REREC). When it was established 
in 2006, REREC’s mission was to quicken 
Kenya’s rural electrification process. Since its 
founding, REREC has contributed to an incre-
ase in the percentage of rural households that 
are electrified from 4% to 32%, largely as a 
result of its efforts to connect 60,000 public 
facilities (mostly primary schools) across the 
nation and all household consumers who are 
located within 600 metres of those facilities.

Three main goals are shared by KP and RE-
REC to develop distribution and access in 
Kenya:

1 - By bringing one million new users onto 
the grid each year, you can achieve nearly 
universal access. The Last Mile Connectivi-
ty Program, which connects all users with a 
subsidised connection fee within 600 metres 
of an existing transformer, and additional sub-
sidised connections for consumers in informal 
settlements are intended to achieve this in 
major part. Kenya and the World Bank have 
joined forces to finance this programme.
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equipment will be needed for distribution 
networks’ live line maintenance, where Ameri-
can businesses have an advantage. The growth 
of the underground cable system falls under 
the same category.
About the next four years, KETRACO intends 
to build over 10,000 kilometres of high volta-
ge transmission infrastructure, including lines, 
switchgear, and sub-stations. These will be 
funded by the Kenyan government, interna-
tional financial institutions, and public-priva-
te partnerships. Additionally, these initiatives 
will need consulting and advisory services.
In order to service households and give addi-
tional socioeconomic benefits including edu-
cation, health, water, and food preservation, 
REREC is building solar mini-grids in off-grid 
areas of Kenya. In addition, the 20%-popula-
ted counties in 14 low-density, remote, and hi-
storically neglected counties will be electrified 
under the World Bank-funded Kenya Off-Grid 
Solar Access Project (KOSAP). 
Mini-grids, freestanding solar systems, solar 
water pumps, and clean cooking options will 
all be used in the Ministry of Energy’s flagship 
initiative. The private sector is putting these 
into practice. 

more and more. The market has been over-
run by low-cost Chinese imports, which has 
created a huge opportunity for solar power 
systems. To cut their energy costs, several bu-
sinesses, like hotels, are using solar water hea-
ting and lighting. 

Fresh Possibilities 
With a 10-year, $2.6 billion geothermal explo-
ration strategy that will require drilling 566 
wells in the Rift Valley, the GOK is commit-
ted to maximising Kenya’s geothermal power 
potential. Through cooperative ventures, Ken-
Gen intends to increase the grid’s capacity by 
560 MW from geothermal energy, as well as 
by 80 MW from wind and various solar sy-
stems at their current hydro sites. The German 
Development Bank has granted GDC $89 
million in concessional loans for this develop-
ment, part of which will be used to drill explo-
ration wells. GDC intends to build 2000MW 
from the Bogoria-Silali geothermal block. In 
ten other blocks, numerous further explora-
tion initiatives are in progress.
The extension of the transmission and distri-
bution grid network is being done by KE-
TRACO and KP alike. Additionally, live line 
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Jan. 19, 2023 - The Olkaria II geothermal 
power plant extension project is now being 
considered for expansion by Kenya's national 
energy utility KenGen, which is currently re-
questing proposals for consultancy services.
A feasibility study on the projected expansion 
of the Olkaria II geothermal power plant in 
Kenya’s Nakuru County has been requested 
for bids (RFP) by KenGen. By February 7, 
2023, interested parties must submit the fini-
shed document online. Additionally, a pre-bid 
meeting and site inspection are required and 
will take place at Geothermal Plaza in Olkaria 
field on January 24, 2023. Conducting tech-
nical, economic, financial, and environmental 

evaluations of the proposed Olkaria II exten-
sion project is part of the proposed task. This 
will include studying the environmental and 
social impacts as well as analysing technology, 
cost estimates, and well data.
The completion of the investigation is antici-
pated to take six months. Three units make up 
the present installed capacity of the Olkaria II 
geothermal power plant, which is 105 MW (3 
x 35 MW). The first two units started opera-
ting commercially in 2003, and the third unit 
began operating in 2010. After a period of 
underperformance, one turbine was recently 
repaired and returned to its initial capacity of 
35 MWe. 

News

Jan. 20, 2023 - Kenya will host the seven-
th East Africa Energy, Oil & Gas Summit & 
Exhibition (EAOGS) from March 15–16. The 
summit, organised by the National Oil Cor-
poration of Kenya (Noc Kenya), will feature 
more than 40 high-level speakers, including 
ministerial officials, senior executives, and 
industry experts from national hydrocarbon 
companies, financial institutions, government 
authorities, service companies, and industry 
associations. EAOGS 2023 will assess the 

current situation and the numerous business 
opportunities in the region. EAOGS will be 
connected to the March 17 event H-Series 
East Africa, which is a part of a global series 
of conferences on the hydrogen potential of 
East Africa. As the newly emerging oil and gas 
countries in East Africa have expanded their 
hydrocarbon potential, EAOGS has brought 
together regional, global, and national public 
and private sector enterprises during the past 
ten years. 

Energy, oil, and gas forum to be held 
in Kenya in March of 2023

Proposals for the Olkaria II extension 
using geothermal energy

– Appointments

– KenGen
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Jan. 18, 2023 - The Kenya Electricity Gene-
rating Company Plc (KenGen) has unveiled a 
new 10-year plan to increase the country’s use 
of renewable energy by 3,000 MW. In order to 
stabilise Kenya’s energy sources and diversify 
away from costly thermal sources, up to 2,000 
MW of geothermal and hydropower sources 
will be deployed as baseload electricity.

In addition to pushing for the construction of 
new hydropower plants and the expansion of 
current ones, KenGen claims to have plans in 
place to maximise existing hydroelectric sour-
ces, particularly in the Tana River Basin. The 
chief executive of KenGen Abraham Serem 
stated: “Last year, the board of directors au-
thorised a 10-year corporate strategy and we 
are now ready to implement it in the new year 
2023 boundaries, having prepared a solid im-
plementation plan to guide us in the next of 
our firm growth. 
KenGen specifically seeks to take advantage of 
the Rift Valley’s enormous geothermal energy 
potential, which is thought to be capable of 
producing about 10,000 MW of clean, re-
newable electricity. 
A significant portion of the increased capacity 
will come from geothermal since we have only 
used around 0.9 GW of the 10 GW geother-
mal potential up to this point. Our long-term 

objective is to secure base load capacity to sta-
bilise Kenya’s energy supply, which will prima-
rily come from green renewable sources, said 
Serem, citing upcoming 305 MW geothermal 
projects, of which 280 MW will come from 
Olkaria and 25 MW from the Eburru Ge-
othermal Power Station, and whose develop-
ment will start as soon as the necessary appro-
vals are received. 
The business also intends to use the new te-
chnology to upgrade its 45 MW Olkaria I ge-
othermal power plant, which is the industry’s 
oldest geothermal power plant, and boost its 
output capacity to over 60 MW. 
“After successful drilling expeditions in exi-
sting fields, we will seek to enlist new geother-
mal drilling fields. 
To fully utilise the 10 GW of geothermal po-
tential in the nation, the acquisition of new 
fields will be a major endeavour for us in the 
coming year. KenGen has announced inten-
tions to renovate its Gogo hydropower facility 
in the west of the nation, with the purpouse of 
increasing its capacity from the existing 2 MW 
to roughly 8 MW. 
The company has drilled several geothermal 
wells in the Horn of Africa, with the most re-
cent being the first of three wells that were fi-
nished in November 2022 at the Gale le Koma 
site in Djibouti. KenGen says it will continue 
with these commercial drilling projects in the 
Horn of Africa, particularly in Ethiopia and 
Djibouti. 
"We are pleased that our employees are achie-
ving the same degree of success outside of 
Olkaria, where we have also drilled more than 
320 geothermal wells to a depth of 3,000 me-
tres. 
The successful drilling of the first well in ge-
othermal drilling is a significant milestone sin-
ce it gives engineers and scientists additional 
ground data to guide the drilling of following 
wells, according to Serem. 

A strategy to increase the usage 
of renewable energy

– Projects
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Economic resurgence is fueled 
by increased electricity demand

– Post-pandemia

Jan. 16, 2023 - Kenya’s economic recovery 
from the effects of the Covid-19 pandemic 
was marked by a significant increase in energy 
demand, rising 3.2 percent in 2021, with the 
gross domestic product growing by 7.5 per-
cent. In a recently published report on energy 
and petroleum data for the fiscal year ending 
June 30, 2022, Kenya’s Energy & Petroleum 
Regulatory Authority (EPRA) made this claim. 
The report also notes that 86.98% of the ener-
gy produced during the year came from clean 
sources as a consequence of investments made 
in the growth of the renewable energy sub-sec-
tor. The addition of 40 MW from the Cedate 
sun power plant, 40 MW from the Selenkei so-
lar power plant, and 40 MW from the Malindi 
solar power plant raised the contribution of 
solar energy by 120 MW. On the other hand, 
Olkaria 1 unit 6’s generation boosted the in-
stalled geothermal capacity by 86 MW. Addi-
tionally, the report states that due to a general 
decrease in the cost of these systems as well 
as the creation and implementation of accom-
modating regulations by the Authority, the 
use of solar photovoltaic systems - including 
commercial and industrial solar PV systems, 

mini-grids, solar water pumping systems, solar 
streetlights, and consumer devices - has signi-
ficantly increased in Kenya. Regarding this, 
as of June 2022, Epra held captive solar PV 
system licences for a total capacity of 23.99 
MW. Kenya’s installed capacity went from 
2,972 MW in June 2021 to 3,074.34 MW in 
June 2022, an increase of 102.34 MW. Ge-
othermal now makes for 30.87 percent of all 
installed capacity, up from 849 MW in June 
2021, with installed capacity of 949.13 MW. 
The capacity of solar energy rose from 3.04 
percent to 5.53 percent. Due to Tsavo Power’s 
retirement when its power purchase agree-
ment expired in September 2021, installed 
thermal power capacity decreased from 748.7 
MW in June 2021 to 646.32 MW in June 
2022. The installed wind power capacity was 
the same at 435.5 MW. There was an increase 
in the number of connected consumers during 
the reviewed year as 703,331 new customers 
were added, bringing the total number of con-
nected customers to 8,919,584. Government 
programmes like the Last Mile connectivity 
programme and rural electrification are credi-
ted for this. 

Kenyan energy provider switches to 
solar-powered off-grid power plants

– Upgrade

Dec. 29, 2022 - In order to cut expenses, 
Kenya Electricity will upgrade 18 of its die-
sel-powered off-grid stations with solar power 
for 4.31 billion Kenyan shillings, or around 33 
million euros.

The local newspaper notes that the Kenyan 
utility runs 30 “island” power stations, which 
were originally built as thermal power plants 
to serve locations removed from the main grid. 
The second-most expensive part of power bil-



I Quaderni di Africa e Affari — 40 

ls, the fuel cost charge (FCC), is how custo-
mers are charged for this diesel. According to 
the utility, hybrid systems allow for the chea-
per, cleaner replacement of expensive thermal 
generation with renewable energy, a reduction 
in carbon emissions, and an improvement in 
power reliability. 
The Agence Française de Développement 
(AFD) will provide funding for the initiative. 
According to Kenya Power, “the government 
has launched a hybridization project, which 
comprises retrofitting plants with solar photo-
voltaic systems, taking into account the global 
increase in the cost of fossil fuels and the need 

to safeguard the environment”. The remaining 
12 power facilities will gradually undergo hy-
bridization, according to the firm, with extra 
government support. The 18.48 billion shil-
ling ($150 million) Kenya Off-Grid Solar Ac-
cess Project is also being carried out by Kenya 
Power. In order to increase access to power in 
14 counties with poor grid penetration, the 
initiative seeks to establish 98 mini-grids and 
473 standalone systems.
Garissa, Isiolo, Kilifi, Kwale, Lamu, Mande-
ra, Marsabit, Narok, Samburu, Taita Taveta, 
Tana River, Turkana, Wajir, and West Pokot 
are the counties the project is focused on. 

Nov. 14, 2022 - The Electricity Sector As-
sociation of Kenya’s (ESAK) strategy to reach 
100% clean energy in Kenya by 2030 has been 
unveiled. 

It consists of six major components. The asso-
ciation stated enabling laws and regulations, 
grid improvements, sustainable finance, and 
the creation of inclusive routes in addition 
to constructing a value chain for renewable 
energy and retaining investor trust. Accor-
ding to ESAK President George Aluru, “We 
as ESAK are committed to encouraging the 
sustainable development of Kenya’s electricity 
sector through collaboration, advocacy, and 
data-driven solutions, consequently maintai-

ning investor confidence through a predictable 
and stable business environment”. This com-
mitment is in line with the current administra-
tion’s agenda for introducing energy reliability 
and affordability. “Attracting international 
industrial investors who want to advance 
their sustainability agenda by utilising Kenya’s 
current 90 percent renewable electricity grid 
is another way we strengthen the value chain 
and boost demand at this time. Kenya will 
thereafter be in a leading position in the gre-
en industrial revolution" he went on to say. 
When it comes to regulations, ESAK wants to 
promote the creation of supportive framewor-
ks that take into account the market for the 
switch to renewable energy technologies. This 
includes competitive generation capacity pro-
curement supported by effective integrated na-
tional energy planning mechanisms. In order 
to effectively use the potential of renewable re-
sources, ESAK also proposed the development 
of national transmission lines, regional inter-
connections, and improved grid stability as 
part of its strategy to advance the renewable 
energy agenda. The ESAK chairman conclu-
ded by pointing out that creative and sustai-
nable financing methods will be used to draw 
in a larger pool of private funding. 

Target for 2030 is to use only 
clean energy

- Electricity
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Climate change, private sector 
strategy kicks off

– United Nations

Nov. 3, 2022 - A UN-backed campaign to 
promote climate change solutions has been 
launched by the Kenya Private Sector Alliance 
(KEPSA), the country’s umbrella organisation 
for the private sector. 
The Private Sector Strategy on Climate Change 
(2022-2030) is founded on four pillars: clima-
te change mitigation ambition, climate change 
adaptation and resilience, climate information 
and capacity building, and public-private par-
tnerships (PPPs) for climate solutions, accor-
ding to local press reports. Martha Cheruto, 
deputy CEO of Kepsa, made this statement in 
Nairobi. “The strategy outlines ways to pro-
mote climate change awareness in the private 
sector and build business capacity on the exi-
sting and potential impacts of climate change 
and the business case for climate adaptation 
and mitigation” Cheruto said, adding that the 
goal of the strategy is to “expand the country’s 
climate-related business portfolios by seeking 
resources and funding within the sector, inter-
national financial institutions, development 
partners, bilateral and multilateral agreemen-
ts, and multilateral and multilateral financing 
arrangements”. 

Cheruto also made it clear that the strategy 
will provide special attention to small and me-
dium-sized firms and other private companies 
that are particularly sensitive to the effects of 
climate change. The private sector’s role as an 
implementer of climate action, he continued, 
is crucial if Kenya is to hasten the transition to 
a low-carbon growth path. Private organisa-
tions predominate in many crucial adaptation 

decisions, such as the placement and design 
of roads, buildings, and other infrastructure 
investments, agricultural research on drou-
ght-resistant seeds, development of adaptive 
technologies in all sectors, and distribution of 
adaptation goods and services, according to 
Cheruto. 

According to Williams Hamisi, the FAO’s de-
puty representative in Kenya, the organisation 
offered technical and financial support for the 
creation of the plan, which he described as “a 
blueprint for Kenya’s private sector to invest 
and implement climate change solutions in 
their businesses”. 
Hamisi emphasised that the approach will en-
courage private sector investment in climate 
change activities while also enhancing com-
munication, coordination, and resource mo-
nitoring. 

The strategy is to expand 
the country's climate-related
business portofolios
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Oct. 28, 2022 - Since Covid-19, Kenya’s de-
centralised renewable energy (DRE) industry 
has experienced a significant upswing and is 
continuing to produce high-quality, secure 
jobs in addition to providing clean, affordable 
energy to the country’s 25% of people without 
access to electricity, the majority of whom live 
in outlying rural areas. The DRE sector in 
Kenya, which includes pico-solar appliances, 
solar home systems (SHS), and commercial 
and industrial standalone systems (C&I), ge-
nerated more than 48,000 jobs in 2021 and 
is predicted to increase to 58,000 in 2023, ac-
cording to the report Powering Jobs Census 
2022: The Energy Access Workforce Kenya. 
Nearly 3,000 DRE employment were lost in 
Kenya between the years of 2020 and 2021, 
primarily as a result of the global pandemic’s 
negative impact on SHS sales, the ensuing 
economic downturn, and supply chain pro-
blems. By 2023, it is anticipated that SHS sales 
would increase, resulting in more job openin-

gs. By the end of 2022, the Kenyan economy 
will add 53,000 new jobs, returning to its 
pre-pandemic employment levels. Due to the 
rise in grid-powered and off-grid solar-powe-
red dwellings, Kenya presently ranks sixth in 
sub-Saharan Africa in terms of population 
access to electricity, with 75% of its citizens 
expected to have access in 2021, up from 36% 
in 2014. 
Anand Pathanjali, head of campaigns and 
partnerships at Power for All, stated that the 
report’s findings “show the feasibility of the 
DRE sector to assist expedite the country’s 
universal energy access strategy by addressing 
high levels of unemployment, especially in ru-
ral areas”. Kenya, which accounts for more 
than a quarter of all yearly SHS sales in the 
area, is the sub-Saharan African country with 
the most established DRE market. Large-scale 
and mini-grid C&I systems will grow in si-
gnificance and contribute significantly to job 
growth as the industry matures. 

Oct. 21, 2022 - The first electric public tran-
sportation bus that will travel a number of 
routes in Nairobi has been made operational 
in Kenya by the Swedish electric vehicle firm 
Roam. According to local press accounts, the 
bus can accommodate 90 people. According 
to the corporation, its buses will drive the 
Thika Superhighway, picking up and drop-
ping off passengers at Allsops, Roysambu, and 
Ruiru, among other predetermined locations. 
Additionally, they will be accessible on Mom-
basa Road and Waiyaki Way while the busi-

ness plans to roll out services on additional 
routes. According to project organiser Dennis 
Wakaba, “Roam intends to ensure access to 
comfortable, equitable, and dependable public 
transport to direct people to electric public 
transit in Nairobi”. 
The prices for these routes and certain com-
mute locations will be comparable to those for 
other public transportation. The same sources 
claim that Roam and pilot partner Kenya 
Mpya have been working on the concept for 
a year. 

Sector of decentralised renewable 
energy is recovering strongly

– Trends

Nairobi’s first electric bus is from 
Swedish Roam

– Transports
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Kenya digitalization 

In terms of broadband connectivity, gene-
ral ICT infrastructure, value-added servi-
ces (VAS), mobile money, mobile banking, 
and FinTech services, Kenya is the region’s 
ICT hub for East Africa. The ICT industry 
is expected to contribute up to 7% of the 
nation’s GDP through IT-enabled services. 
Internet connectivity has continued to fuel 
economic expansion, which has helped the 
government create the Digital Economy Blue-
print, a framework to increase Kenya’s capa-
city to outpace regional economic expansion.
To support the growth of Kenya’s digital 
economy and keep pace with technology im-
provements throughout the world, the gover-
nment introduced its ten-year Digital Master-
plan 2022–2032 in April 2022. 

The digital masterplan identifies four impor-
tant pillars: fostering digital innovation for 
entrepreneurship, digital infrastructure, digi-
tal services and data management, and digital 
skills. The creation of a legal, policy, and regu-
latory framework, research and development, 
information security and cyber management, 
and new technologies are additional key prio-
rity topics listed in the masterplan.

The government of Kenya allocated $132 
million from the country’s national budget 
towards ICT initiatives in FY2022/2023. The 
following allocations were made specifically: 
$5.26 million for government shared services; 
$76 million to expedite the development of 
Konza Technopolis/Smart city; $22.9 million 
for the last mile connectivity network; $10 
million for maintaining and rehabilitating the 
NOFBI phase II expansion cable; $11.8 mil-
lion for installing and commissioning the El-
doret-Nadapal fibre optic cable; and $2.6 mil-
lion for a digital literacy programme and ICT 
international. 

Kenya’s National Internet Strategy 2018–2023 
aims to turn the nation into a knowledge-ba-
sed economy by offering high-quality bro-
adband services to all of its residents. SEA-
COM, TEAMS, EASSY, and LION2 are the 

The four pillars of the digital 
masterplan: innovation,  
skills, infrastructure, services
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four undersea fibre optic cables that currently 
land off the coast of Kenya, and they are what 
make the country one of the highest, quickest, 
and most dependable in the region in terms 
of fixed internet penetration. NBS 2023 envi-
sions a Kenya in which a user in the most rural 
area of the nation may instantly connect with 
users inside and outside the nation to commu-
nicate, do business, and engage in other activi-
ties through a quick, dependable, secure, and 
reasonably priced Internet connection.

The country’s telecommunications industry 
has experienced double-digit growth over the 
past ten years because to widespread use of 
3G and 4G LTE. In 2021, Safaricom and Air-
tel began testing 5G technology; however, due 
to the high cost of infrastructure and custo-
mer usage, 5G acceptance is anticipated to be 
gradual. Platforms for Mobile Financial Ser-
vices (MFS) will grow and see increased use 
when interoperability is implemented. 

These top operators are making investmen-
ts in network improvement and expansion 
initiatives, which should support subscriber 
growth and boost usage. Over the long term, 
demand for ICT solutions will be supported 
by a strong pipeline for infrastructure deve-
lopment. 

Regulatory Framework

Kenya’s Finance Bill 2020 established a new 
digital services tax (DST) at a rate of 1.5% on 
the gross transactional value on income from 
services offered through a digital marketplace 
in Kenya.
The DST which went into effect in January 
2021, is applicable to: the supply of sear-
ch-engine and automated helpdesk services; 
the provision of a digital marketplace servi-
ce; websites or other online applications that 
connect buyers and sellers; subscription-based 
media such as news, magazines, and journals; 

electronic data management including website 
hosting; online data warehousing, file-sharing, 
and cloud storage services; and others services. 

A key setback for long-term foreign invest-
ments in the ICT sector has been the Ministry 
of ICT’s new policy, which was released in Au-
gust 2020 and stipulates that foreign enterpri-
ses must own 30% local equity. 
The new law also mandates that local ICT 
firms shall be given preference in all govern-
ment ICT procurement procedures, including 
those for the defence and security industries, 
when awarding contracts. Furthermore, forei-
gn companies will also be compelled to tran-
sfer staff and skills to local enterprises in cases 
when local businesses are unable to meet ten-
der conditions. Foreign businesses must com-
ply with this criteria by August 2023.

The Data Protection Act (DPA), passed by the 
government in November 2020, resulted in the 
creation of the Office of the Data Protection 
Commissioner, whose responsibility it will be 
to oversee the Act’s implementation and en-
forcement. The Data Privacy law also offers 
guidelines on data processors, storage, locali-
zation requirements, and provides data proces-
sors with information on criminal offences and 
dispute resolution procedures. 

Tlc industry has registered
ten years of constant 
and double-digit growth

Several reforms will be
implemented shortly
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Opportunities for selling

Hardware: the market for IT hardware ma-
kes up approximately 70% of the total. At 
the end of 2021, worldwide sales of computer 
hardware were estimated to be $549 million 
(KNBTS). Millions of Kenyan employees and 
students are now need to study and work re-
motely due to the global pandemic, which is 
likely to drive up demand for personal com-
puters.

Software: With the enormous demand for 
computer systems and hardware across nu-
merous industry verticals, software solutions 
are anticipated to grow. 
In order to complement the investments made 
by numerous international businesses, inclu-
ding Microsoft, Cisco, and others, which have 
created software engineering training centres 
in Kenya, the government declared ambitions 
to establish a local software sector.

Cloud computing: Based on the volume of 
investments it has garnered recently, cloud 
computing is perhaps the area of Kenya’s IT 
services sector that is growing the fastest. Bet-
ter broadband access and robust value propo-
sitions for cloud-based services in the nation 
are the main drivers of this. International tech 
companies continue to invest in data centres, 
driving the cloud market.

Consumer electronics and smart devices: 
By the end of 2022, the consumer electro-
nics market has risen by double digits. The 
use of smart technologies, including tablets, 
smart TVs, smart phones, and accessories, 
has increased in response to the COVID-19 
epidemic. The lower- to middle-end of the 
market, however, is price sensitive, leading to 
widespread use of affordable and frequently 
fake mobile devices that are widely available 
and frequently offered as genuine gadgets to 
unwary clients.

Services: As more small and medium-sized 
enterprises enter the online market through 
inventive corporate websites, the market for 
IT services has been growing. The adoption of 
remote working by small and medium-sized 
businesses (SMEs) has accelerated the growth 

of internet and networking services, including 
enterprise resource planning (ERP) solutions. 
Most businesses now generate more money 
because to e-commerce adoption; some just 
maintain virtual offices because they conduct 
their company through internet and mobile 
platforms. 
The pandemic era has sparked a disruptive so-
cial media marketing trend that is accelerating 
the adoption of data services.

Cybersecurity: As a result of the financial sec-
tor's rapid digitization and the rise in online 
payment activities, cyber crime has consi-
derably expanded in Kenya during the past 
several years. To secure data and online ap-
plications for the government and its users, cy-
bersecurity solutions will be necessary. In or-
der to counter cybercrime and security flaws, 
banks and service providers will also continue 
to invest in a variety of cyber solutions. 

Strong possibilities to observe

ICT has played a key role in helping Kenya's 
development goal across other industries and 
has been a crucial enabler in the realisation of 
the country’s Vision 2030.

Education sector
To ensure that every student is ready for the 
digital world of today, GOK created the Di-
gital Literacy Program (DLP), often known as 
Digi-School. 
The programme introduces elementary school 
students to the use of digital communication 
and technology in their education. DLP will 
encompass more than 24,000 primary schools 
and is intended for students in all public pri-
mary schools in Kenya. 
Another comprehensive, multifaceted, and 
countrywide strategy to provide internet con-
nectivity for the country’s secondary schools 
and postsecondary institutions is the Educa-
tion Broadband Connectivity initiative. Secon-
dary schools with existing computer studies 
curricula that students can take exams for at 
the conclusion of their four years of study will 
receive special attention because of they strate-
gic relevance.
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Medical IT
As Kenya’s government implements its eHe-
alth policy, health IT keeps gaining ground. 
Five key areas of attention and execution are 
identified in the Ministry of Health's (MoH) 
well-defined eHealth plan (2016–2030): tele-
medicine, health information systems, infor-
mation for citizens, mHealth, and eLearning. 
Public health facilities as well as private ho-
spitals will need solutions for logistics and 
delivery of vital drugs and testing, contact tra-
cing software, patient monitoring, and others 
as the COVID-19 epidemic poses significant 
problems to Kenya’s healthcare infrastructure.

Cybersecurity
Cybersecurity is a major pillar in Kenya’s Di-
gital Masterplan 2022-2032. A government 
cyber security operation centre (Gov-Soc) and 
a regional cyber security centre of excellence 
are goals of the government’s new digital ma-
sterplan (Cyber Excellence Centre). Increased 
demand for cybersecurity services presents an 
opportunity for U.S. businesses, as evidenced 
by the rise in the number of advisories issued 
by Kenya’s CIRT/CC on botnet/DDoS attacks, 
online impersonation, online abuse, internet 
application attacks, and other vulnerabilities.

IT solutions for the COVID-19 
epidemic
Following the pandemic, the Ministry of 
ICT established a COVID-19 ICT Advisory 
Committee, headed by the Communications 
Authority, to look for private sector collabo-
rations to deliver cutting-edge solutions for 
security, logistics/transport, food, livelihoods, 
and health.

Important governmental organiza-
tions in the ICT sector
Ministry of Information and Communica-
tions (MoICT).
Telecommunications, postal, and radio com-
munication services are governed by the Com-
munications Authority of Kenya (CA), an 
agency under the Ministry of Information and 
Communications (MoICT).
The Information Communication Technology 
Authority (ICTA) oversees all ICT operations 
for the Government of Kenya. The Authority's 

job is to rationalise and streamline the admini-
stration of all ICT-related activities carried out 
by the Kenyan government.
ICT policy advice to the government is the re-
sponsibility of the National Communications 
Secretariat (NCS).
The planning and development of the Konza 
Smart city must be coordinated by the Konza 
Technopolis Development Authority (KoT-
DA).
Kenya Broadcasting Corporation (KBC) is in 
charge of providing public broadcasting servi-
ces to the general public via radio and televi-
sion in order to inform, educate, and amuse 
them.
The Kenya Music Copyright Society is in char-
ge of assisting the Kenyan musical community 
by improving their ability to profit from their 
creations.
The Media Council of Kenya oversees, con-
ducts, and penalises journalists as well as the 
media.
The MoICT's Communications Appeal Tribu-
nal (CAT) is in charge of mediating disagree-
ments between stakeholders in the communi-
cations industry. 



@delorenzoglobal

TEL: +39 02 825 4551 | FAX: +39 02 825 5181 
E-MAIL: INFO@DELORENZO.IT 
E-MAIL: DELORENZO@PEC.IT
WEB: WWW.DELORENZOGLOBAL.COM

Our Renewable Energies laboratory 
includes didactic equipment for the 
study of the most common clean 
energies technologies:  
• Photovoltaic solar energy
• Thermal solar energy
• Wind energy
• Hydrogen fuel cell technology
• Hydroelectric energy

RENEWABLE ENERGIES

T U R N K E Y  S O L U T I O N S  F O R  E D U C A T I O N



I Quaderni di Africa e Affari — 50 

News

Jan. 13, 2023 - The fifth Africa Tech Sum-
mit will take place February 15–16 at the Sarit 
Expo Centre in Nairobi, Kenya. This premier 
technology conference is dedicated to foste-
ring business relationships and encouraging 
investment in Africa's technology ecosystem. 
The projected attendance is around 1,000 
technology leaders, investors, and other sta-
keholders. “We are thrilled to once again host 
over 1,000 international technology executi-
ves, investors, and stakeholders in Nairobi for 
two days following a sold-out event in 2022. 
The Africa Tech Summit this year will feature 
150 speakers over two stages, masterclasses, 
an expo, and a variety of networking opportu-
nities to encourage trade and investment” ac-
cording to a statement from the organisation, 
Andrew Fassnidge, director of the Africa Tech 
Summit, said. The Summit once again brings 
together technology leaders and stakeholders, 
including investors, corporations, mobile ope-
rators, fintech, DeFi and crypto companies, 
startups, developers, regulators and policyma-
kers to do business across the continent. 

According to a recent report by Endeavor 
Nigeria, Africa’s technology ecosystem is 
expected to grow from $115 billion to $712 
billion by 2050. Three tracks will be included 
at Summit 2023: the Africa Money & DeFi 
Summit, the Africa Startup Summit, and the 
Africa Mobile & App Summit. 
These events will bring together key figures in 
the continent's technology industry. The Afri-
ca Money & DeFi Summit will continue to 
identify new prospects in the FinTech, Web3, 
and Decentralized Finance (DeFi) sectors as 
the industry continues to grow at a rate of 
20% per year, with MasterCard projecting 
that the market will reach $40 billion by 2025. 
The Africa Startup Summit, which links inve-
stors and businesses with tech startups, will 
describe opportunities and difficulties in the 
ecosystem and highlight important projects. 
In addition to examining emerging technolo-
gies and mobile ecosystem solutions in Africa, 
the Africa Mobile & App Summit will also 
give insights into regional mobile growth and 
trends. 

Dec. 19, 2022 -  By 2028, Sub-Saharan Afri-
ca is predicted to have the greatest growth in 
the world’s subscriber base for mobile phone 
networks. According to a survey produced 
by Swedish telecom equipment firm Ericsson, 
the number of fifth-generation (5G) mobile 
network subscriptions in sub-Saharan Africa 
is predicted to rise from 7 million in 2022 to 

150 million in 2028. The report made it clear 
that the implementation of 5G networks has 
already started in more developed countries 
in the area, such as South Africa, Nigeria, and 
Kenya. It also mentioned that by the end of 
2028, 5G subscriptions will make up roughly 
14% of all mobile network subscriptions. In 
sub-Saharan Africa, 2G mobile networks still 

– Technology

Kenya host the Africa Tech Summit 

Sub-Saharan region’s mobile phone 
market is predicted to boom

– Trade
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account for nearly half of all subscriptions. 
The survey also notes that until 2028, 4G 
will continue to contribute the most to new 
subscriptions in the area. By this date, it will 
make up around 55% of mobile subscrip-
tions. According to Ericsson, sub-Saharan 
Africa is predicted to have 1.1 billion mobile 
subscriptions by 2028, reflecting the highest 
average annual growth rate in the world, up 
from 890 million in 2022. In terms of the 

number of cellphones, the region will likewise 
see the fastest rise worldwide. In comparison 
to 380 million in 2022, around 710 million 
sub-Saharians will own a smartphone in 2028, 
reflecting an average annual growth rate of 
11%. On the other hand, compared to 4.6 GB 
now, monthly mobile data traffic south of the 
Sahara is predicted to increase by an average 
annual growth rate of 26 percent to an average 
of 18 gigabytes (GB) per user in 2028. 

Nov. 17, 2022 -  Aiming to improve Inter-
net access and web browsing security on the 
African continent, the Internet Corporation 
for Assigned Names and Numbers (Icann), a 
global body that oversees the Domain name 
system (Dns), unveiled Africa’s first Managed 
root server (Imrs) cluster. The Imrs, situated 
in Nairobi, the capital of Kenya, will be the 
fifth one worldwide, with North America ho-
sting two and Europe and Asia each hosting 
one, according to Goran Marby, president 
and CEO of Icann. Marby noted that one of 
the most frequent types of cyber attacks is the 
distributed denial-of-service attack, which 

works by overwhelming servers with a flood 
of requests or Internet traffic. 
“The installation of this new Imrs cluster will 
stimulate Internet access and reduce the im-
pact of potential cyber attacks across Africa” 
Marby said. He said that by installing the Imrs 
cluster in Africa, it will be possible to fulfil 
Internet requests locally, reducing reliance on 
networks and servers in other areas of the wor-
ld. The Imrs installation, according to Eliud 
Owalo, cabinet secretary of Kenya’s Ministry 
of Information, Communications, and Digital 
Economy, is a significant gateway to the Inter-
net for all of Africa. 

Nov. 15, 2022 -  According to President 
William Ruto, Kenya will create the cheapest 
smartphone by the end of 2023 with prices 
starting at less than 5,000 shillings (about 
$41). He was speaking at a roundtable for mi-
cro, small, and medium-sized businesses.
According to Ruto’s comments on the Capi-
tal Business website, all residents would have 

access to digital platforms for enterprises and 
governmental services with the purchase of a 
low-cost smartphone. Data from 2021 show 
that 67.9% of Kenyans are smartphone ow-
ners. “The least expensive smartphone avai-
lable now costs between 10,000 and 15,000 
shillings, or between $80 and $120. I want 
to assure the nation that within the next 8 to 

Root server to increase Internet 
access in Nairobi

The cheapest smartphone 
by the end of the year

– Cluster

– Commitments
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Sept. 14, 2022  -  At least 60 startups from 
all around Africa, including 12 from Kenya, 
will benefit from a $479.2 million fund made 
accessible by Google to help them market 
their technology outside of their native na-
tions.
The businesses will also gain from a six-mon-
th training course that will introduce them to 
a network of mentors who can assist them in 
overcoming obstacles.
They will take part in specialised workshops, 
peer support groups, and community-building 
exercises throughout the course.
These businesses, which are run by women 

in Botswana, Cameroon, Ethiopia, Ghana, 
Kenya, Nigeria, Rwanda, Senegal, South Afri-
ca, and Uganda, account for half of the bene-
ficiaries.
Out of the 10 nations, Nigeria leads with 23 
chosen recipients, followed by Kenya (12), 
Rwanda (6), South Africa (5), and Uganda (4).
Ethiopia has two recipients, Cameroon and 
Ghana each have three, Botswana and Senegal 
each have one startup chosen, and Ethiopia 
has two recipients.
The financing for the Google for Startups 
Black Founders Fund will come from Google's 
implementation partner CcHUB. 

Sept. 1, 2022  -  NCBA Group, a provider 
of financial services in Kenya, announced on 
Monday that it is launching digital banking 
products for its clients in partnership with 
Huawei, a Chinese technology company. 
NCBA Group CEO John Gachora told re-
porters in Nairobi that the Chinese company 
has experience creating digital mobile appli-
cations that allow for financial transactions 
between major local and foreign currencies.
Gachora stated at the release of NCBA Group’s 
half-year financial results that “our relation-
ship will lead to the formation of a digital 
bank with a worldwide payments platform 
oriented toward boosting the client experien-

ce”. According to Gachora, NCBA Group will 
quicken the transition to digital banking since 
it will increase the lender’s operational effecti-
veness by enabling consumers to access finan-
cial services from any location, at any time. He 
thinks that by enabling the smooth settlement 
of financial transactions between East Afri-
ca and China, digitization will also increase 
the bank’s capacity to service the expanding 
Chinese community in East Africa. Currently 
present in Kenya, Rwanda, Tanzania, Uganda, 
and Côte d’Ivoire, the NCBA Group is already 
providing trade finance products to support a 
number of Chinese businesses carrying out in-
frastructure projects in East Africa. 

12 months, Kenya would produce the chea-
pest smartphone in Africa” declared President 
Ruto. The Head of State also disclosed that, 

during the next six to twelve months, his ad-
ministration plans to move nearly 90% of go-
vernment services online. 

Google, twelve Kenyan startups 
will benefit from funding

– Financing

Products for online banking, 
NCBA's partnership with Huawei

– Cooperation
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June 15, 2022 -  In Tatu City, work has be-
gun on the largest call centre in Kenya, which 
will employ thousands of young people. For 
business process outsourcing services that 
support the whole customer lifecycle in both 
traditional and digital voice engagements, a 
4,000-seat facility will launch late in the fol-
lowing year.
The new facility will be developed by Ga-
teway Real Estate Africa (GREA), which has 
also declared plans to construct a second offi-
ce tower and shopping centre in Tatu City. It 
will be run by CCI Global, the largest interna-
tional call centre operator in Africa.
The mobile, technology, telecommunications, 
and financial industries are served by CCI’s 

multichannel outbound, inbound, and online 
chat call centres in the US, UK, Australia, and 
other international markets.
Mark Chana, chief operating officer of CCI 
Global, said, “We are pleased to expand our 
Kenyan operation to Tatu City, where our flag-
ship call centre will be the largest in the coun-
try. We will have increased the number of jobs 
in the Kenyan economy by over 4,000 by the 
time we open our doors in late next year”. 

April 12, 2022 -  As part of attempts to 
execute the African Continental Free Trade 
Agreement (AfCFTA), the government agen-
cy Kenya Trade Network Agency (KenTra-
de) has established an e-commerce network 
across Africa to coordinate the exchange of 
trade papers. The platform has been in a pilot 
phase in Kenya, Morocco, Tunisia, Camero-
on, and Senegal for around 18 months, ac-
cording to Kenyan media, and will now be 
integrated into the 22 member countries of 
the African Alliance for Electronic Commerce 
(AAEC).
The network will reportedly save expenses 
and assist businesses in exchanging more ac-
curate regional trade information.
According to the World Trade Organization 

Trade Facilitation Agreement, this platform 
will let African nations exchange documents 
like phytosanitary certificates and certificates 
of origin, which will hasten and increase the 
accuracy of processing trade documents, ac-
cording to Amos Wangora, CEO of KenTrade.
According to Wangora, KenTrade’s newly cre-
ated Trade Facilitation Platform (TFP) “will 
serve as a single point of entry and platform 
for any person involved in trade and transpor-
tation to submit documents electronically for 
processing and approval and facilitate electro-
nic payment of taxes and fees”.  

The largest call centre in the nation 
is under construction

AfCFTA created a platform 
to encourage online shopping

– Infrastructure

– E-commerce
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April 11, 2022 -  In order to strengthen its 
presence in the area, global digital payments 
giant Visa constructed the first facility of its 
sort on the African continent in Nairobi.
The centre will bring together programmers, 
Visa’s internal and external clients, and other 
partners to co-create new technological solu-
tions for payment and commerce, according 
to local media reports.
The creation of the new centre in Kenya, ac-
cording to the information made public, is a 
part of a strategy by Visa to seize the market 
as consumers switch to new payment systems 
and digital wallets, which might bypass con-
ventional credit card networks or slow reve-
nue growth.
The main mobile money provider in Kenya, 
Safaricom, and Visa teamed together last year 
to make it possible for the 150,000 M-Pesa 

March 28, 2022 -  Microsoft, a major Ame-
rican corporation, inaugurated its first hub, 
the African Development Center (Adc), in 
Nairobi after three years of operations there.
In addition to Microsoft Garage, an incubator 
hub established as part of ongoing efforts to 
enhance technological innovation on the Afri-
can continent, the facility will house research, 
design, engineering, and innovation teams.
Government officials present for the ceremony, 
highlighted Microsoft’s continuous partner-
ships with regional institutions and start-ups 
to provide more than 200,000 young people 
with training, skills, and job opportunities to 

businesses there to take credit cards.
The Nairobi innovation centre, which has alre-
ady been built in Dubai, London, Miami, San 
Francisco, and Singapore, is the first in Africa 
and the sixth worldwide.
Aida Diarra, senior vice president and head of 
Visa for Sub-Saharan Africa, said, “Sub-Saha-
ran Africa is a fast-growing region with a tech-
nology-savvy population, and as we continue 
to grow the adoption of digital payments in 
the region, our aspiration is to deepen our col-
laboration with clients and partners in deve-
loping solutions designed around the unique 
needs of Africa”. 

promote the digital economy.
According to Adc CEO Jack Ngare, “The fa-
cility will improve our efforts to train and re-
cruit engineering talent in Kenya and across all 
of Africa to help develop Microsoft products 
used by more than a billion devices and enable 
millions of consumers and businesses around 
the world to achieve more”. 

Visa establishes an innovation hub 
in Nairobi

– Digital payments

A Microsoft research and innovation 
facility in the heart of Kenya

– Hub
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March 31, 2022 -  The Pakistan & East 
Africa Connecting Europe (Peace) submarine 
cable, which links Asia to Europe and Afri-
ca, has touched down in Mombasa. Telkom 
Kenya, a local partner of Peace Cable Interna-
tional Network Co Limited, will manage the 
new infrastructure.
The Peace system, which spans 15,000 kilo-
metres, is a component of Beijing’s so-called 

Digital Silk Road, which enables the develop-
ment of ICT infrastructure to support invest-
ment and trade. This ultra-high capacity cable 
will reduce connection transit times from our 
country to Asia and Europe, help operators 
provide Kenyans cheaper services, and help 
Kenya and the region fulfil their present and 
future broadband capacity needs, according to 
Telkom CEO Mugo Kibati. 

A submarine cable that connects 
Asia, Europe, and Africa

– Infrastructure



Technical and vocational education and trai-
ning (TVET) equals development. Furthermo-
re, Technical and vocational education is also 
an antidote to extremism. These have become 
such obvious sayings that we sometimes for-
get about them. Just as we forget the strength 
that Italy is able to demonstrate, starting, for 
example, from the successful experiences that 
have seen the country as a protagonist in the 
field of cooperation. In particular, if we con-
sider the commitment of Italian missionaries 
in Africa in the education sector, we have 

the overall picture of the important role that 
Rome has played over time. 
The development of technical and vocational 
skills for minors aged 14 and over is the mis-
sion of an Italian company, De Lorenzo, from 
Rozzano, in the Milanese area. Since 1951, it 
has also been operating in developing areas, 
often in collaboration with the Italian deve-
lopment cooperation, as well as with other 
development agencies and local and interna-
tional institutions. «In African countries one 
is fully aware of the value of professional trai-

De Lorenzo, a success story
When education means development

— Zoom
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ning and of the link between industrialization 
(and the consequent creation of added value) 
and the creation of jobs», Filippo Prosperi, 
Business Development Director of De Loren-
zo told Oltremare, the magazine of the Italian 
Agency for Development Cooperation. Pro-
speri underlines how studying the territory, 
understanding training needs, providing ma-
chines and equipment and even more so now 
assistance services ranging from analysis and 
planning to financing, is what is required in 
the partner countries. He gives the example of 
Kenya: «In this East African country in recent 
years there has been an influx of automotive 
industries, so after a study of the territory and 
in combination with the work of local insti-
tutions we have helped to create vocational 
training centres especially dedicated to the au-
tomotive sector».
The same goes for Ghana, where De Lorenzo 
also worked on the construction and equip-
ping of five TVET centres of excellence, or in 
Eritrea, where they worked together with the 
Italian cooperation in other sectors. «What 
we do – concludes Prosperi – also in colla-
boration with international institutions such 
as the EU, AfDB or the World Bank, is to bu-
ild professional paths for the youth that can 
help them to become a fundamental part of 
development, both as specialized technicians 
with professionalism useful for local econo-
mic systems and as small entrepreneurs». In 
other words, the interventions aim at building 
relevant skills to foster local development, 
create the most suitable ecosystem for the en-
try of international investors and businesses, 

and build development which is useful for 
both the recipient and partner countries. As 
a result, concrete barriers against poverty and 
extremism, such as those fuelled by Boko Ha-
ram in Nigeria, can be constructed. In regions 
where social unease is greatest, Boko Haram 
has managed to find space for action that has 
a hold on some segments of the population, 
especially young people. A motorcycle, a fire-
arm, a handful of rice: this is how the youn-
gest and least trained in these areas are often 
ensnared by promises and easy money that 
are transformed into immediate certainties in 
the face of uncertainties about the future. The 
link between training and development is not 
always simple to put into place.
If we then broaden the spectrum of the analy-
sis to the Sahel region, it appears evident that 
the breakdown of security conditions that we 
have witnessed in the last ten years – more 
or less since the fall of Muammar Gaddafi 
in Libya – has generated a dramatic domino 
effect. Some time ago, speaking to Oltrema-
re, it was Samuel Freije-Rodríguez, lead eco-
nomist of the World Bank, who spoke about 
the Crisis of the three C’s – Conflicts, Climate 
change and COVID-19 – and an “almost per-
fect storm” that could ruin the lives of over 
one hundred million people between now and 
next year, pushing them into extreme poverty. 
This perfect storm threatens to make the si-
tuation worse in some geographic areas where 
it is already precarious, if not well beyond the 
limit, such as in the Sahel. 
Technical and vocational education and trai-
ning (TVET) can be a barrier to the storm, 
even though most Sahelian countries are 
playing defence right now, cornered by armed 
groups of various types who have gone to di-
sturb areas where central governments have 
been more or less absent for some time. The 
pandemic, UNESCO points out, has created 
havoc and disrupted global education systems 
with consequences for 90% of school-age 
children. 
Instability in Burkina Faso (one of the Sahe-
lian countries that is most affected) has forced 
the closure of thousands of schools.
All this can only produce insecurity and 
cause confused fleeing and migratory flows, 
which move first to Africa and immediately 
afterwards to other regions of the world. 
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Construction

Transportation and building/housing are the 
two major infrastructural sectors that propel 
Kenya’s construction economy. 
Roads, aviation, maritime, rail, housing, and 
urban development are all subject to policy 
initiatives and activities that fall under the 
purview of the Ministry of Transport and In-
frastructure. 
The Kenya Economic Survey 2022 reports 
that the country’s construction industry incre-
ased by 6.6% in 2021, a decrease from 10.1% 
in 2020 and a sign of a short-term slowdown. 
As the industry recovers from the COVID-19 
epidemic, it looks like it will continue growing 
at a 6% annual rate in the foreseeable futu-

re. The next few years will see significant in-
frastructure improvements in ports, airports, 
and highways propel this growth. The Kenyan 
government wants to complete more infra-
structure projects through PPPs due to finan-
cial restrictions and debt management.
In 2018, the GOK unveiled “the Big Four” 
an ambitious growth plan that promises to 
address problems with access to affordable 
housing, universal healthcare, expanding ma-
nufacturing, and food security. The GOK’s 
objective of constructing 500,000 homes con-
tinues to take shape in terms of affordable 
housing, albeit slowly, with only 431 units 
completed by the end of 2021. 
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Transportation Facilities 
Kenya has a robust infrastructure that is une-
qual but nonetheless superior to that of its 
neighbours. Nairobi, the largest city between 
Cairo and Johannesburg, serves as the tran-
sportation hub for eastern and central Africa. 
Despite some ongoing difficulties, the Port of 
Mombasa supplies the shipping requirements 
of more than a dozen countries, making it the 
most significant deep-water port in the area. 
The Port of Mombasa has been undergoing 
significant expansion and redevelopment to 
address some of these problems.
Kenya has to invest $4 billion yearly over the 
following ten years to make up for its current 
infrastructure gap, according to the World 
Bank. To reduce the government’s debt load, 
the transportation infrastructure sector ne-
eds more private sector involvement through 
PPPs. Through the PPP Unit, the National Tre-
asury has tightened the legislation regulating 
PPPs and identified a number of infrastructure 
projects for execution as PPPs in an effort to 
attract investors. 
The PPP Unit website (http://portal.pppunit.
go.ke/) has a list of the projects. 

Infrastructure for roads
Only roughly 21,583 kilometres of Kenya's to-
tal 246,757 kilometres of classified and unclas-
sified road networks are paved. The Kenyan 
government has designated 10,000 kilometres 
of nationwide roads for development under 
the Low Volume Seal Roads (LVSR) Program 
in order to expedite the construction of rural 
bitumen roads: 4,400 kilometres have been 
travelled thus far, and significant work is being 
done to get there. 

With the achievement of financial close on two 
new roads that would be developed as PPPs 
in central and western Kenya, with guarantees 
from the World Bank’s MIGA, Kenya’s Road 
Annuity Program also had its first success. 
Due to local banks’ reluctance to provide fun-
ding, the programme, which aims to construct 
10,000 kilometres of road through contrac-
tor-facilitated finance channels, has taken a 
while to get going. 

On the PPP portal, eight lots are still available 
for development under the annuity scheme. Gi-
ven the recent completion of the 27-kilometer 
Nairobi Expressway, Kenya has reinstituted 
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toll highways with private sector involvement. 
The Nairobi-Nakuru-Mau Summit Highway, 
currently under construction, Thika Road, 
Nairobi’s Southern Bypass, and a second Nya-
li bridge in Mombasa city are the other four 
key roads that have been designated for tol-
ling under a PPP scheme. 
Finally, five bus rapid transit (BRT) corridors 
have been identified for development inside 
the Nairobi Metropolitan Area by the Mini-
stry of Transport and Infrastructure. 
The building of Line Two along the Thika 
Superhighway is now underway, and when 
financing becomes available, the other lines 
will be built. Road construction, dualling, 
upgrading, and rehabilitation, as well as the 
building of bridges and interchanges totaling 
2,300 kilometres and costing $2.2 billion, are 
all ongoing at the moment. 

Airport Facilities

Kenya has 463 aerodromes and airstrips in 
addition to international airports at Nairobi, 
Mombasa, Eldoret, and Kisumu, as well as 
domestic airports in Nairobi, Malindi, Lamu, 
and Lokichogio (Turkana). The Kenya Airpor-
ts Authority oversees all public airport facili-
ties (KAA). The COVID-19 epidemic, which 
caused the industry to cease operations, had 
a significant negative impact on the aviation 
sector. However, the industry is recovering as 
travel restrictions are relaxed and tourism and 
travel pick up all around the world.
Kenya has designated a number of airports for 
expansion. Integrated security systems will be 
installed at all major airports, communication 
equipment will be installed, and institutional 
capacity will be built as part of a continuing 
modernization effort at Jomo Kenyatta Inter-
national Airport (JKIA). 
The sixth busiest airport on the continent, 
JKIA is the busiest in east and central Afri-
ca. The airport, which was first constructed in 
the 1970s to accommodate 2.5 million people 
yearly, is currently undergoing a modernisa-
tion and extension programme since its ca-
pacity has increased to 7.5 million. By 2030, 
the developments currently underway hope 
to enhance capacity to 20 million passengers. 
Kenya has won $160 million from the African 
Development Bank for the construction of a 

second runway at JKIA. The current building 
of the airports in Malindi, Isiolo, and Lokicho-
gio, the Suneka airstrip, and the rehabilitation 
of airstrips in all 47 counties are examples of 
additional airport expansion projects. 
Malindi Airport will be able to handle inter-
national flights thanks to a $54 million expan-
sion that includes an extension of the current 
runway, a contemporary terminal building, 
a control tower, fire and meteorological sta-
tions, and improved security measures. The 
French Development Agency (AFD) provided 
$66 million to Mombasa’s Moi Internatio-
nal Airport for the building and renovation 
of airside pavements, ground lighting for the 
airfield, and modernization of the power and 
water supplies. The airports at Lokichogio, 
Lamu, Manda Island, and Isiolo have all been 
undergoing improvement efforts, and some of 
these airports are already open and accepting 
scheduled flights. In preparation for the future 
building of the three international airports at 
the three locations, the supply of airport facili-
ties will strengthen air transport and logistical 
services along the corridor. 

Maritime Facilities

Kenya’s lone seaport, Mombasa, serves both 
Kenya and its neighbours, including Uganda, 
Rwanda, South Sudan, Tanzania, Burundi, 
and the Democratic Republic of the Congo. It 
is also the largest port in east Africa and the 
second largest in all of Africa. The government 
organisation tasked with maintaining, running, 
and controlling the scheduled seaports along 
Kenya’s coastline is known as the Kenya Ports 
Authority (KPA). Phase 1 of the Mombasa Port 
Development Project (MPDP), which involved 
building a second container terminal, three 
new berths, two ship-to-shore cranes, and 
four rubber-tire gantry cranes, was recently 
finished by the Port of Mombasa. The project 
cost $217 million and was funded by the 
Japanese government. East Africa’s largest and 
most ambitious infrastructure project is the 
construction of the Port of Lamu in northern 
Kenya under the Lamu Port-South Sudan-
Ethiopia-Transport (LAPSSET) corridor. The 
$5 billion project will have 32 slots when it 
is finished. 
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Dredging and reclamation, the creation of 
three ports and yards, a causeway and road, 
buildings, and utilities are all included in the 
$700 million first phase, which is funded by 
China.  While berths 2 and 3 are only 70% 
complete, berth 1 is already finished. Kenya 
plans to use a PPP model, with private fun-
ding, to develop the other 29 slots. 

Rail Facilities
The Kenya Railways Corporation (KRC), a 
state corporation mandated to provide rail 
and inland waterways transport, is in charge 
of managing Kenya’s total rail network, which 
consists of 2,778 kilometres of narrow metre 
gauge rail (MGR) and 545 kilometres of the 
standard gauge rail (SGR), which was funded 
by China and runs from Mombasa to Naiva-
sha. Kenya and the UK are working together 
to build the Nairobi Railway City, a brand-
new rail hub inside the Central Business Di-
strict. The 425-acre parcel that will house the 
Nairobi train transit hub will be home to a 
contemporary, eight-platform central rail sta-
tion and public space, both of which will be 
designed by the UK firm Atkin Global. The 
project will spend the majority of its budget 
on rail infrastructure. The UK government is 
funding the project’s initial stage, and consul-
ting firm KPMG is in charge of finding inve-
stors for projects with an economic potential, 
like parking lots, homes, and businesses. Over 
a 20-year period, The Railway City will be bu-
ilt in three stages. 

Commercial Building

As long as investors continue to enter east 
Africa through Nairobi, the expanding real 
estate market, particularly hotel, office, and 
retail developments, will support the Kenyan 
construction industry. Famous hotel chains 
including Carlson Rezidor, Hilton, JW Mar-
riott, Pullman, Best Western, Starwood Hotels 
and Resorts Worldwide, and Swiss-based Mo-
venpick Hotels and Resorts are either present 
in the market or have plans to do so soon. In 
order to adequately meet rising domestic and 
international corporate demand, developmen-
ts are concentrated on boosting bed capacity 
and offering conference facilities. 

At least 27 international hotel brands have de-
clared plans to open new or expanded facilities 
by 2023, according to the Kenya Investment 
Authority. 

Opportunities

Kenya’s government is increasingly seeking to 
the private sector to construct infrastructure 
projects, either through the Engineering Pro-
curement and Construction (EPC)+Finance 
model or as PPP projects, given the country’s 
present heavy debt burden. PPPs come in a va-
riety of forms, such as management agreemen-
ts, concessions, build, own, operate, and tran-
sfer (BOOT), and renovate-operate-transfer 
(ROT). On the PPP Unit website, a comprehen-
sive list of approved PPP projects is available. 
Additionally, businesses are welcome to sub-
mit project proposals under the PIIP approach 
(Privately Initiated Investment Proposal).
The provision of new and used construction 
equipment, including light and heavy earthmo-
ving tools, loaders, crawlers, tippers, excava-
tors, compactors, graders, and quarry mining 
tools, as well as low-cost methods of road 
maintenance, low-cost housing construction 
technology, consulting, and development and 
planning services, represents the best prospects 
for European exporters. Kenyans drive on the 
right, thus machines with controls in the mid-
dle sell better. Various road, bridge, and dam 
development and renovation initiatives provi-
de additional options. JKIA’s second runway 
will cost $370 million to build, and numerous 
other airports will be expanded and moderni-
sed as well; $125 million will be spent on the 
creation of commuter train services for the ci-
ties of Nairobi, Mombasa, and Kisumu.
The National Treasury has allocated funds for 
a number of PPP infrastructure projects.
The State Department for Housing’s program-
me for 500,000 affordable homes. Kenya 
is seeking strategic partners to build a large 
amount of low-cost housing. Information is 
available on the Boma Yangu website.
Opportunities also exist for consultancy and 
planning services. Nairobi Metropolitan 
Transport Authority (NaMATA) - Bus Rapid 
Transport (BRT) facilities within five counties 
(Nairobi, Muranga, Machakos, Kiambu, a 
Kajiado). 
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News

Jan. 19, 2023 - The Thwake Multipurpose 
Dam Project, one of the key initiatives carried 
out under the Belt and Road Initiative, is cur-
rently being built between the Athi and Thwa-
ke rivers by the Tanathi Water Services Board 
(TAWSB). The project is being jointly funded 
by the Kenyan government and the African 
Development Bank (AfDB).
The government claims that the project’s con-
tractor, China Gezhouba Group Corporation 
(CGGC), is getting the funds it needs in a ti-
mely manner. According to reports, $148 mil-
lion has reportedly been spent on construction 
projects thus far, and any outstanding disagre-
ements with stakeholders have been settled.

Jan. 5, 2023 - As part of continuing reforms 
aimed at enhancing access to high-quality and 
reasonably priced healthcare, the Kenyan go-
vernment plans to construct a contemporary 
2,000-bed multi-speciality hospital in the Ki-
plombe region. 
Health Cabinet Secretary Susan Nakhumicha 
stated that “plans for the facility are ready 
with the government looking for an accep-
table funding source to kick-start the project 
following the declaration made by President 

The Thwake dam, which will be the se-
cond-largest in Kenya when it is finished, will 
primarily serve the Makueni areas of Kalawa, 
Kathonzweni, Kibwezi, and Makindu as well 
as nearby districts and regions of Kitui.
The construction of Konza Technopolis, a si-
gnificant economic centre under the govern-
ment’s Vision 2030 initiative, will also be made 
possible by the dam’s completion. 

William Ruto” while visiting Moi Teaching 
and Referral Hospital in Eldoret. She conti-
nued, “The Ministry of Health will address the 
financial requirements raised to guarantee that 
all staffing, training, and equipment require-
ments are satisfied”.  

Toward completion of Thwake 
multipurpose dam 

– Infrastructure

A 2,000 - seat multispeciality 
hospital for the Kiplombe region

– Health
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First section of modernised 560km 
highway inaugurated in Kenya

– Global Gateway

Dec. 19, 2022 - In november in Mombasa, 
Kenya and the European Union in the presen-
ce of Kenyan President William Ruto inaugu-
rated the first section of an upgraded 560km 
highway along the Northern corridor, East 
Africa’s busiest trade and transport route. 
This is part of the EU’s wider support for the 
creation of eleven strategic transport corri-
dors across Africa under the €150 billion Glo-
bal Gateway EU-Africa Investment Package 
to boost sustainable and trusted connections, 
value chains, services and jobs that can benefit 
both Africa and Europe. 
The EU has supported this section of the 
Northern Corridor with €30 million in gran-
ts. The inaugural section of this new corri-
dor stretches 54km connecting Mombasa - 
Kenya’s second largest city and East Africa’s 
largest port – to Kilifi, a coastal city to the 
north. 
The improved highway infrastructure will 
increase the route’s vehicle capacity, greatly 
improve regional connectivity and enhance 
accessibility for rural and urban areas. As an 
EU-supported project, a particular emphasis 
has been placed on sustainability and ensu-
ring positive socioeconomic impact for the 
communities along the Mombasa - Kilifi hi-
ghway. 

This includes environmental and social mea-
sures, including training programs for unem-
ployed youth and improvements for non-mo-
torised transport, so that the whole local 
population will benefit. Driving Opportuni-
ties for Kenya and East Africa under Global 

Gateway. The EU is supporting four wider 
transport projects currently ongoing to expand 
the northern corridor in Kenya and neighbou-
ring countries, providing maritime access to 
landlocked countries such as Uganda, Rwan-
da, Burundi and the Democratic Republic of 
Congo (DRC). 

The Mombasa-Kilifi highway is also part of 
the coastal corridor, a transport route linking 
port cities from Dar-Es-Salaam in Tanzania, 
through Kenya and then moving inland to 
Ethiopia and South Sudan.
The four-stage project of the Northern Corri-
dor between Mombasa and Kilifi also includes:
Upgrading of Mombasa - Mariakani highway: 
(30 Km); Upgrading of Isebania-Kisii-Ahero 
highway (172km) and associated feeder roads 
(230 km); Upgrading of Kitale – Morpus hi-
ghway (75km).
As part of Team Europe, these projects are 
being financed jointly with the European In-
vestment Bank and KfW Development Bank.
The EU is providing €85 million in grants 
for the upgrade of these highway projects in 

The new corridor stretches
54 km from Mombasa
to Kilifi to the north
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Aug. 29, 2022 - The International Finance 
Corporation (Ifc), the World Bank’s private 
sector lending arm, and the Kenyan govern-
ment-owned National Housing Corporation 
(Nhc) inked a financial advisory agreement to 
boost the country’s supply of affordable hou-
sing units. 
The deal calls for the Ifc to assist in raising 
7 billion shillings (about $58.4 million) to 
finance the construction of 3,500 affordable 
housing units, according to Amena Arif, Ifc 
country manager for East Africa and Malawi, 
who spoke to media in Nairobi. Arif added 
that Kenya faces an annual housing deficit of 
between 200,000 and 250,000 units as de-
mand for houses exceeds supply, adding that 
rapid urbanisation is one of the factors dri-
ving the housing deficit. 

“We will also assist actors in the housing va-
lue chain to access cheaper inputs to enable 
them to build affordable houses” Arif said. 
The deal with the Ifc, according to Patrick Bu-
cha, interim director general of the Nhc, will 
allow Kenya to accelerate the development of 
affordable housing units by utilising resources 
from the private sector. 
Bucha pointed out that the government's 
resources are constrained by competing de-
mands for the provision of social services in-

cluding health, water, security, and education; 
as a result, the housing initiative must be finan-
ced by the private sector. In order to solve the 
growing housing shortage that has fueled the 
growth of informal settlements in urban areas, 
he continued, Kenya has given affordable hou-
sing first priority. 

Agreement to boost the supply 
of affordable homes

– Real estate

Kenya, while the EIB and KfW have jointly 
supported the projects with €190 million, 
bringing the total Team Europe support of the 
project to €275 million.
The consortium also includes support from 
the African Development Bank (AfDB) and 
the Kenyan Government. Including all part-
ners’ contributions, the entire budget to up-
grade the Northern Corridor is €756 million.

The EU and Kenya have cooperated in the 
transport sector for more than 30 years.  This 
has delivered significant improvements for the 
Northern and Ethiopia/South Sudan corridors. 
More than €550 million have been provided 
as EU grants, which have enabled and stren-
gthened the trade flows between Kenya and its 
neighbours. 
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May. 24, 2022 - A study to build a potential 
railway linking Kenyan counties in the Lake-
land Economic Block (Lreb) to the national 
rail network has been launched.
According to local media, the plan’s objective 
is to build a railway line that connects each 
of the 14 counties that make up the economic 
bloc.

According to the material provided, the initia-
tive’s centrepiece is an impending investment 
in the creation of an agro-industrial park in 

Nyamira that the United Nations Industrial 
Development Organization is doing (Unido). 
The agro-industrial project’s feasibility studies 
have been verified and are pending approval.
Kericho, Kisumu, Nandi, and a portion of Na-
rok are currently served by the national rail 
route. However, officials claim that additional 
counties will be served by the new train rou-
te. Siaya, Nyamira, Kisii, Homa Bay, Migori, 
Bomet, Nandi, Vihiga, Bungoma, Trans Nzoia, 
and Kakamega are other counties included in 
the bloc.

The block and the Indian Railway Corpora-
tion (IRC), who would be the project’s main 
implementer, have entered into a memoran-
dum of commitment.
“Trade in the Lakeland will be strengthened 
by the increase of rail transit. More than 15 
million individuals are expected to gain from 
the effort”, Amos Nyagaya, the governor of 
Nymira County, emphasised. 

A lake region railroad is being 
considered

– Transports

The plan's objective is to
build a railway connecting
14 counties

Mobile application encourages 
use of green buildings

– Innovation

Apr. 21, 2022 - Kenya has released its first 
smartphone application with the goal of en-
couraging the use of green structures around 
the nation.

The app, called Jenga Green Library, was 
introduced by Ted Otieno, president of the 
Kenya Green Building Society (KGBS), who 
noted that it is a directory of green building 
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Mar. 30, 2022 - Kilifi, a coastal city in 
Kenya, and Kwale, a town southwest of 
Mombasa, have been selected by the Nucle-
ar Energy and Power Agency (NuPea) as the 
most ideal locations to house the nation’s first 
nuclear power plant. 
Eric Ohaga, the director for nuclear infra-
structure development, stated that the $50 
million construction project will commence 

in 2030, with a test scheduled for 2034 and 
the start of operations in 2036. In addition to 
nuclear power, Kenya wants to increase its use 
of contemporary renewable energy. According 
to a report published in February, 92.3 percent 
of Kenya's electricity will be produced by re-
newable sources in 2020, including geother-
mal power (43.6 percent), hydropower (36.5 
percent), and wind power (11.5 percent). 

products and services to show the entire sup-
ply chain of sustainable building products and 
services that lessen environmental pollution.
Otieno stated that the platform aims to be a 
one-stop shop for green building stakeholders 
committed to promoting water and energy 
conservation: “The mobile application will 
help real estate developers, buyers, home-
owners, and planners efficiently identify gre-
en products and service providers that drive 

toward sustainability within the built environ-
ment”.
Over 30% of Kenya’s energy consumption 
and carbon dioxide emissions are currently at-
tributed to the building and construction sec-
tor, according to KGBS. The usage of recycled 
building materials will help minimise the con-
sumption of natural resources, according to 
Otieno, who added that the mobile app will 
promote their adoption. 

Beginning in 2030, nuclear power 
plant construction

– Kilifi & Kwale
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Global Gateway transport projects in Kenya are targeting the strategic “Northern Corridor” - busiest 
trade and transport corridor in East Africa - to improve regional connectivity and trade.

The EU and Kenya inaugurate the first section of the Mombasa-Kilifi highway that will increase the 
route’s vehicle capacity, greatly improve regional connectivity and enhance accessibility for rural and 
urban areas.

These projects are part of the EU’s wide support for the creation of 11 strategic transport corridors 
across Africa, as part of the Global Gateway EU-Africa Investment Package.

1. Mombasa / Kwa Jomvu – Mariakani highway 
Upgrading of Mombasa/Kwa Jomvu – Mariakani 
highway (30 Km)
2. Mombasa - Kilifi Highway (inaugurated)
Upgrading of two dual standards of Mombasa - 
Kilifi Highway (54 km)

*DISCLAIMER                                                                                                                                                  SOURCE: European Commission

Four highway 
projects

Other Corridors Area of interest 
of the Corridors

3. Isebania-Kisii-Ahero highway  
Upgrading of Isebania-Kisii-Ahero highway 
(172km) and associated feeder roads (230 km) 
4. Kitale – Morpus Highway 
Rehabilitation of the Kitale – Morpus Highway 
(75km)

* This map and the content therein do not necessarily represent the official position of the European Commission or of the European Union. It is to be 
considered as an internal working document for study purposes.

#GlobalGateway        #TeamEurope

Strategic northern transport corridor in Kenya

Global Gateway transport projects
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About Almawave

Almawave S.p.A., an Almaviva Group company, 
is a leading Italian Artificial Intelligence and 
written and spoken natural language processing 
leader.

Almawave leverages cutting-edge proprietary 
technologies and applied services to deliver 
upon the potential of AI as enterprises and the 
public sector evolve digitally.

An international focus is provided by Almawave 
do Brasil, Almawave USA and PerVoice.

The Group has dedicated technology laboratories 
and over 350 professionals with significant 
expertise of enabling technologies and the main 
frameworks - Big Data, Data Science, Machine 
Learning, AI Architecture and Integration - in 
addition to broad business process knowledge.

Almawave’s technological asset base, conceived 
and built as a model of natural experience in 
the interaction between man and machine, can 
interpret text and voice in over 30 languages, 
interacting in multi-channel mode, analysing 
data and information with a view to knowledge 
development and automation. 

The company has a customer base of over 250, 
with thousands of final users of its platforms.

Two new companies were added to the Group 
scope: The Data Appeal Company, operating 
with an AI-based product in the world of 
location intelligence for the Tourism, Fintech 
and Retail and SisTer, offering decision support 
system solutions, Geo spacial analytics and Big 
Data expertise in the Utilities and Government 
sectors.
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Health

According to Fitch Solutions, Kenya’s medi-
cal device market would increase at a five-ye-
ar compound annual growth rate (CAGR) 
of 8.9% in local currency and 8.2% in U.S. 
dollars, bringing it to $197.9 million by 2026. 
Through 2026, the market is expected to 
increase primarily by high single digits. The 
COVID-19 pandemic’s ongoing economic re-
covery as well as a pickup in the travel and 
tourist industry will be favourable for the me-
dical device market. According to assessments 
from Fitch and the World Bank, Kenya is a 
promising market for medical devices and is 
among those in sub-Saharan Africa with the 
quickest growth rates. Due to a lack of access 

to raw materials, a lack of adequate manu-
facturing infrastructure and technical capacity, 
and restricted domestic production, the medi-
cal device industry is significantly dependent 
on imports. 
Kenya’s top and second suppliers in this in-
dustry are, respectively, China and Germany. 
Through the Ministry of Health (MOH) and 
other government-funded organisations, the 
public sector in Kenya provides close to 70% 
of the country’s healthcare services. Private 
hospitals and clinics, NGOs, and places of 
worship all provide additional healthcare ser-
vices. The Kenyan Red Cross offers emergency 
ambulance services and disaster assistance co-
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ordination. Multilateral donor partners con-
tribute significantly to the funding of national 
healthcare. The MOH also receives local tech-
nical help from donors. 
The National Health Insurance Fund is being 
expanded as part of the country’s Universal 
Healthcare Coverage (UHC) initiative, which 
also prioritises improving primary healthcare, 
increasing medical staff and supplies, and di-

gitising health operations (NHIF). 
With significant investments in private hospi-
tals and access to qualified medical professio-
nals, the nation has emerged as East Africa’s 
top destination for medical tourists.In 2020, 
the Kenyan government implemented addi-
tional economic measures in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic’s assault on the world 
economy. The VAT rate was lowered from 
16% to 14%, and the corporate income tax 
rate was lowered from 30% to 25%. A fur-
ther $400 million has been set aside by the go-
vernment for health-related projects, such as 
improved laboratory services, isolation units, 
equipment, supplies, and communication, as 
well as increased surveillance.Like the majori-
ty of underdeveloped nations, Kenya is burde-
ned by both communicable and non-commu-
nicable diseases and is one of the sub-Saharan 
African nations with the greatest prevalence 

of non-communicable diseases is this one 
(NCDs). 

The most common source of outpatient dise-
ase incidence recorded in public health facili-
ties was respiratory diseases. According to the 
Kenya Medical Research Institute (KEMRI), 
NCDs like cancer, diabetes, and others are re-
sponsible for almost 50% of all hospital ad-
missions and 27% of all fatalities. 

Medical Device Acquisition 

The Kenya Medical Supplies Agency (KEM-
SA), a state organisation and a specialised me-
dical logistics provider for the MOH, handles 
public procurement for both medicines and 
medical equipment. Both public and commer-
cial hospitals frequently use centralised pur-
chasing and procurement to achieve economies 
of scale. Every public tender must abide by the 
Public Procurement Act and be publicised on 
the KEMSA website. The fact that KEMSA is 
undertaking reforms must be emphasised. 

Regulation

The MOH is Kenya’s top government agency 
for establishing healthcare policies. Medical 
device registration is governed by the Phar-
macy and Poisons Board (PPB), a division of 
the MOH’s Department of Medical Services. 
All medical devices, food supplements, medical 
cosmetics, herbal products, and other related 
borderline healthcare products have been in-
corporated by Kenya into the pre-export ve-
rification of conformity (PVoC) programme. 
These products do not fall under the category 
of medical devices and are neither medicines 
nor food supplements. In order to safeguard 
the general public against goods that do not 
adhere to regional technical norms and qua-
lity standards, the PPB and the Kenya Bureau 
of Standards (KEBS) jointly issued the import 
criteria. These rules for imported medical devi-
ces strengthen importers’ compliance and raise 
standards in the Kenyan market for those go-
ods. Before requesting import licence permits 
from the PPB, importers of certain products 
must present a certificate of conformity (CoC) 
for customs clearance at the border. 

The VAT rate was lowered
in order to attract
new investments and funds



I Quaderni di Africa e Affari — 72 

Discounts on VAT 

The government also stated that numerous 
medical devices and equipment would be 
exempt from VAT as part of the 2022–2023 
budget, which will continue to support and 
promote investment in Kenya’s healthcare in-
dustry. 

This covers the equipment and apparatus used 
in the production of pharmaceutical items 
receiving exemptions. Additionally free from 
VAT are the supplies of colostomy or ileostomy 
bags for medical usage, urine bags, adult dia-
pers, artificial breasts, and medical oxygen to 
licenced hospitals. These exclusions, according 
to Fitch Solutions, were designed to support 
the robust medical device market growth that 
was anticipated to reach double-digit growth 
rates each year between 2019 and 2024. As 
part of the East African Community (EAC) 
Medicines Regulatory Harmonization pro-
gramme, a proposal to establish a single re-
gulatory authority for medical devices in the 
region is also being considered by the EAC. 

Selling chances for diagnostic 
imaging equipment

Leading hospital groups in Kenya’s private 
sector make investments in cutting-edge te-
chnology. Electrocardiographs (ECG), ultra-
sound devices, scintigraph apparatus, MRI 
equipment, angiographies, endoscopies, and 
biochemistry, haematology, and immunology 
systems are the best prospects for diagnostic 
equipment. Hospital groups also spend money 
on imaging equipment, such as contrast me-
dia, medical x-ray films, x-ray tubes, and other 
imaging parts and accessories. Radiation equi-
pment also includes radiotherapy devices, CT 
scanners, X-ray machines, and imaging parts 
and accessories. 

Dental Supplies

Dental drills, chairs, and X-ray equipment, as 
well as supplies like dental cement, dentures, 
and other fixtures, as well as artificial teeth, 
are among the strongest prospects for expor-
ters of dental equipment.
Orthopedics and Prosthetics - Fixation devi-
ces, prosthetic joints, and other artificial body 
parts are exporters' greatest bets.
Patient Aids: Hearing aids, pacemakers, and 
therapeutic devices such therapeutic respira-
tion apparatus and mechano-therapy appara-
tus are the exporters’ best possibilities.
Equipment for laboratory testing: As the num-
ber of COVID-19 cases in the nation declines, 
demand will also decline for a variety of quick 
diagnostic testing kits. The demand for reagen-
ts and lab supplies won’t change. As the gover-
nment grants licencing for RDTs for malaria, 
HIV, and COVID-19, the need for self-testing 
kits will progressively increase. Consumables: 
Local manufacturing of basic consumables re-
mains low. Bandages and dressings, suturing 
supplies, catheters, syringes, surgical gloves, 
and blood grouping tools are among the finest 
export potential. All consumables are impor-
ted from China and India in close to 90% of 
the total.
Other medical apparatus: Hospital furniture, 
anaesthetic machines, anaesthetic trolleys, hy-
draulic operating tables, delivery beds, infant 
incubators, mortuary trolleys, oxygen flow 
metres, mercurial sphygmomanometers, and 
mortuary trolleys are among the strongest 
export opportunities. 
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Possibilities to view Cancer 
Care

According to the UHC development goal, the 
government announced in July 2020 that ten 
county chemotherapy centres would operate 
as part of intentional efforts to increase ac-
cess to cancer services. The Ministry has ope-
rationalized the Kenyatta University Teaching 
Referral and Research Hospital in addition to 
the ten centres. Additionally, the Ministry is in 
the process of establishing five more radiothe-
rapy centres at the Moi Teaching and Referral 
Hospital, the Nakuru County Referral Hospi-
tal, the Mombasa County Referral Hospital, 
the Garissa County, and the Kisii County. 
Both public and commercial hospitals have 
made significant investments in cancer centres 
of excellence, which presents fantastic poten-
tial for American businesses. 

Digital and mobile health 

Kenya’s e-Health Policy (2016–2030) clearly 
identifies the main areas of attention and exe-
cution. It has given the nation’s management 
of the introduction of diverse health informa-
tion technology a strong policy framework. 
In terms of eHealth innovation, the nation 
is placed second only to South Africa on the 
African continent. These include e-learning, 
mobile health (mHealth), health information 
systems, and telemedicine. Kenya has a high 
rate of mobile phone use, which opens up a 
market for connected devices and patient 
tracking services. 
The MOH mHealth guidelines offer a legal 
framework that makes it possible to coordi-
nate and deploy effective mHealth solutions. 
Applications, operating systems, device inter-
faces, and communication protocols are all 
included in the standardisation. For American 
companies involved in telemedicine, mobile 
patient monitoring platforms, and health IT, 
these markets provide fantastic potential. 

Pharmaceuticals 

The pharmaceutical sector in Kenya is expan-
ding quickly and has fantastic prospects for 

European businesses to establish their goods 
and services, either directly through pro-
duction or indirectly through local distribu-
tion networks. With a market share of around 
50%, Kenya now leads the COMESA area in 
pharmaceutical product production. However, 
low income levels, a poor rural population, 
and an immature healthcare sector, characte-
rised by a lack of infrastructure and structured 
sales channels, limit Kenya’s appeal to creative 
medication makers. In order to construct the 
first mRNA production plant in Africa, GOK 
and Moderna, a company that makes the co-
vid vaccination, signed an MOU in 2022.
In order to successfully distribute medications 
and medical supplies, supply chain solutions 
are also in demand. The Special Economic Zo-
nes Act (2015-SEZA) has made it possible to 
invest in businesses that provide medical sup-
plies for the area. 
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News

Jun. 30, 2022 - An agreement was signed 
between the Global Health Center of the 
Meyer University Hospital Company, the co-
ordinating centre for the Tuscany Region’s in-
ternational health cooperation initiatives, and 
the Nairobi, Kenya, office of the Italian Agen-
cy for Development Cooperation (AICS). The 
agreement aims to contribute to the develop-
ment of a regional health network in Kenya, 
Tanzania, and Uganda to improve the quality 
of and access to health services for women and 
children.
The AICS office in Nairobi made this announ-
cement and noted that the initiative had an 
overall economic value of 5.5 million euros. 
The programme intends to intervene in more 
than 30 health facilities serving a combined 
population of nearly 6.2 million people across 
the three nations, according to the material 

made public. The Center for Global Health 
serves as the program’s technical and scientific 
coordinator, as well as monitoring and asses-
sing the anticipated results. The initiative is 
sponsored by the Italian Cooperation. 
Through the exchange of best practices, 
knowledge sharing among facilities, data ga-
thering, and performance evaluation, the ini-
tiative - which will be carried out in coordina-
tion with the Ministries of Health of the three 
countries - aims to improve South-South and 
North-South cooperation. 
There are also planned opportunities for 
exchange, as well as technical assistance and 
training programmes at the national and re-
gional levels, with a view to enhancing the 
operation of health centres and managing ob-
stetric-neonatal emergencies. 

Jun. 28, 2022 - An agreement was signed by 
the French Healthcare Federation (FHF) and 
the Kenya Healthcare Federation (KHF), whi-
ch will improve bilateral connections in the 
healthcare sector.
The two private sector participants have 

committed to stepping up their efforts to fo-
ster connections between Kenyan and French 
healthcare organisations, including biophar-
maceutical and medical device producers, 
hospitals and clinics, academic institutions, 
research and innovation labs, infrastructure 

Italian assistance to establish 
a health network

– University

Agreement with Paris on healthcare 
partnership

- Cooperation
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technology, insurance and medical assistance 
services, and professionals, in order to hasten 
the delivery of high-quality, reasonably priced 
healthcare services locally.
Kenya purchased French pharmaceutical 
items worth $29.11 million in 2021, accor-
ding to the UN's COMTRADE database on 
world commerce, with stronger growth po-
tential as KHF and FHF continue to stren-
gthen their relationships.
According to KHF chairperson Dr. Kanyenje 
Gakombe, the federation is collaborating clo-
sely with the ministries of health and foreign 
affairs to strengthen bilateral ties for partici-
pants in the local healthcare industry.
“By offering linkage platforms with our in-
ternational counterparts, KHF is devoted to 
enhancing networking opportunities for local 
healthcare providers. We anticipate that these 
connections would have a positive effect on 
regional health outcomes” Gakombe stated.

“We have been actively attempting to develop 
bilateral ties with some of our competitors 
in significant European markets. Such part-
nerships will benefit both parties by enabling 
our members to access world-class healthcare 
systems and boost their local delivery capabi-
lities, according to KHF CEO Dr. Anastasia 
Nyalita.
She noted that in order to improve trade balan-
ces, the two organisations would concentrate 
on capacity-building initiatives. The collabora-
tion between KHF and FHF also emphasises 
the need to broaden cooperative relationships 
with global health federations that share simi-
lar goals.
Over 270 FHF members and over 160 KHF 
members would benefit from the bilateral co-
operation, according to Johanna Lerfel, exe-
cutive director of the French Healthcare Fede-
ration, who also confirmed the engagements 
with KHF. 

Mar. 8, 2022 - A Kenyan facility to produce 
mRna vaccines and medications will get more 
than $500 million from the American biotech-
nology company Moderna. This information 
was released by the Kenyan presidency in a 
statement announcing the signing of a me-
morandum of agreement between Kenya and 
Moderna in Nairobi, the country's capital, 
and in the presence of President Kenyatta.
The laboratory built by Moderna will aid in 
addressing the lack of vaccines - not just an-
ticovid - that was made apparent during the 
two-year outbreak in Africa. Kenyatta noted 
that African nations experienced significant 
difficulties during the coronavirus pandemic 
and remarked, “We are commemorating one 
of the finest things that has happened since 
the birth of covid on the African continent”. 
Kenyatta said that these issues weren’t brou-
ght on by a lack of resources to buy vaccines, 
but rather a shortage of vaccine supply.

The “state-of-the-art” Moderna facility in 
Kenya, which is planned to produce up to 500 
million doses of vaccines annually, will con-
centrate on pharmaceutical manufacturing. 
In addition to aiding in the fight against the 
present pandemic, Kenyatta predicted that it 
will also assist to prepare Africa for other pan-
demics in the future.
The investment that Moderna is making in 
Kenya “is crucial” as a component of the an-
swer to secure global health equity, according 
to Moderna CEO Stephane Bancel. His firm is 
committed to partnering with Kenya and Afri-
ca as a whole to provide health solutions.
The creation of such a facility, according to 
Dr. John Nkengasong, director of the African 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, is 
essential for the security of Africa’s health. He 
emphasised that local vaccine production will 
enable the continent to meet both present and 
future health challenges. 

A pharmaceutical facility will be 
built by Moderna

– Investments
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March 4, 2022 - According to a Memoran-
dum of Understanding signed by the Lake Re-
gion Economic Bloc (Lreb), a socioeconomic 
organisation made up of 14 Kenyan counties, 
and British Export Finance (Ukef), which is 
providing $263 million in funding, Kenya will 
house a Health Education and Training Center 
to serve East Africa.

The Center will include classes in biomedical 
sciences, nursing, pharmacy, and dentistry as 
well as a hospital campus with 1,000 beds, a 
research facility, and labs.

According to Lreb President Wycliffe Opa-
ranya, “Through the Center, the initiative will 
assist expand the number of well-trained heal-
th professionals, support and build health care 
institutions, improve quality assurance by gi-
ving doctors excellent training, and encourage 
research”.
The financing is a part of the Kenya-UK Heal-
th Alliance’s July 2020 decision to establish a 
hub for information sharing and capacity buil-
ding. The University of Manchester and other 
academic institutions in the UK will provide 
technical assistance in this regard. 

Feb. 8, 2022 - With the intention of gua-
ranteeing that all individuals have access to 
high-quality healthcare in Kenya, the Kenyan 
government has formally announced the na-
tional plan to provide universal health covera-
ge for the entire population.
Local media confirmed this and noted that the 
program’s inaugural ceremony was place in 
Mombasa on February 20, 2022.
As part of the government’s Big Four deve-
lopment programme, which also encompasses 
food security, production, affordable housing, 
and, yes, universal health care, the administra-

tion emphasised that the implementation of 
the ambitious health plan had been sped up in 
response to the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Agreement for an East African health 
training facility

– Capacity building

The national rollout of the universal 
health coverage begins

– Politics
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